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Senior Pastor Report 2023
Rev. Dr. Edward Ho

The church's theme scripture for 2023-2024 is John 17:18-19: "As you sent me into the world, | have sent
them into the world. For them, | sanctify myself, that they too may be truly sanctified" (NIV).

When you think of "sanctification," what picture comes to mind? Is it perhaps an image of a clergy living
in @ monastery, detached from worldly affairs? During the time of Jesus, there was a group of Jews known
as the Essenes, who pursued sanctification by leaving the world, dwelling alone, and isolating themselves
from others.

Jesus, in the discourse, declares his self-sanctification for the sake of his disciples, employing Old
Testament priestly language. This signifies his willingness to lay down his life so that they may experience
sanctification. Importantly, sanctification is intricately connected to the mission, exemplified by the words,
"As you sent me into the world, so | sent them into the world." Therefore, the tandem of sanctification
and mission becomes apparent.

In the realm of Western theology, there is a tendency to systemize and itemize theological concepts,
often reducing sanctification to a mere synonym for becoming more Christlike. While this interpretation is
not inherently flawed and can find biblical support, a potential pitfall lies in the inclination of Christians to
emphasize individual holiness.

The origins of following Christ trace back to a dynamic Jesus movement, evolving into participation in
institutional religion and, unfortunately, at times, devolving into activities resembling a holy club. Our
faith should transcend mere inward focus, and even an upward focus, to align with the mission-centric
sanctification envisaged in the Gospel of John.

As we navigate the post-pandemic era, my prayer is that the Holy Spirit will continue to empower our
congregation, enabling us to multiply disciple-makers for the Gospel in the year 2024 and beyond.

| extend my heartfelt gratitude to the church for graciously granting me a two-month leave of absence at
the close of 2023. In recent years, the demands of church ministries and family obligations have
occasionally exceeded the capacity sustained by my spiritual well-being and emotional health.
Recognizing the potential consequences of making decisions for the church and preparing sermons
without due consideration, | boldly requested this break. | sincerely believe that, having received ample
rest, | will be better equipped to journey further with each one of you.

May God's grace and guidance continue to abound in our shared pursuit of sanctification and mission.
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Board of Pastors and Deacons Report
Deacon Wilson Lee
Board of Pastors and Deacons Chair

Life after COVID-19

Although there have been many advancements against COVID-19 since its emergence, such as treatment
pills, at-home tests, and updated vaccines matching current virus strains, we are still seeing the spread of
this virus among many Church members this year. As such, our 2023 Sunday Services are in hybrid
physical gatherings and online (live via YouTube), especially for the congregants who contracted COVID
virus and need to stay home.

For those congregants who are healthy, we continue to encourage them to attend physical gatherings of
Sunday Services, Cell groups & Fellowship, and other Church activities. We believe in-person gatherings is
still the most effective method for Worship, Discipleship and Evangelism at MCBC.

Financial Challenges

|II

As we are adjusting to the “new normal” after COVID, we do see higher inflation and high interest rate,
which will likely increase our expense budget in the near future. We need to find ways to reduce our
expense, and continue to encourage our congregation to donate. It is not easy to serve the needs of
various ministries, Church administration, and Mission projects under limited donations. We will continue
to rely on God’s provision and guidance to tackle this challenge in the near future.

Staff change (Youth, Children Ministry, Mandarin Division, and Office)

We are very thankful to have Pastor Ellena Tsang joined as a permanent Youth Pastor this year and Pastor
Xenia Tsang joining as our second Children pastor starting in 2024. We will also have Rev. Paul Chang
joining as our Mandarin Division pastor in Jan 2024. In the meantime, our Church Secretary Shirley Chau,
and Superintendent Chester Lee will retire at the end of 2023. We are grateful for both of them on their
dedication to serve at MCBC in the past, and pray for God’s blessings upon them as they embark on their
retirement journey.
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Church Council Report
Deacon Alex Wong, Church Council Chair

2023 was a year that we, as a church, saw a gradual increase in attendance for in-person worship. We
experienced the joy and love among brothers and sisters as we worship our Lord together, praising Him as
one body. We also resumed our outreach activities gradually to our neighbours and short-term missions
to share the good news and to show our care and love for them.

Last year was a challenging year financially for many brothers and sisters as the world encountered sharp
rise in inflation and followed subsequently by equally sharp increase of interest rates. With God’s
blessings, our church financial year was steady and we were able to support our missionaries, church
ministries, and much needed repairs as planned. We look forward to supporting our church as one body
to continue its 2024 discipleship goals with great spiritual growth and stronger relationships and care for
our neighbours and friends.

Altogether, our church has gained 26 new members through baptism, 22 join-ins, and 7 transfer-ins. In
the Mandarin division, we have successively hired a new pastor, Paul Chiang. At the same time, we are
thankful to have a second children pastor, Xenia Tang, for YLD. We now have a strong pastoral and
deacon team as we are eager to continue His good work in MCBC; this is all for His glory.

God is good and loving and continues to provide MCBC abundantly. There are likely some more economic
uncertainties ahead of us because of continual world conflicts and political changes. Nonetheless, even
under potentially difficult situations, we will have joy in our hearts as we serve Him for He will make ways
for us and bring us hope and peace in the process.
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English Division Ministry Report
English Ministry Team

Introduction

2023 was a great year for MCBC, specifically for the English ministry and its team of volunteers, pastors
and staff who keep it all running smoothly. At the same time, MCBC faced and overcame many of the
same headwinds other churches and charities also felt. Rising inflation, higher interest rates, and the
heartache and pressure that comes with war and geopolitical unrest around the world had a profound
impact on life in the church. For the first time for as long as | can remember, MCBC fell short of its budget
goals and together we had to operate with fewer resources to use, while also trying to reach more lost
souls, make more disciples, and reach deeper to serve our local community and congregants. It is
remarkable, and yet not surprising, how Jesus continues to work in and through this community at MCBC.

Looking back on the year that was, we can see Jesus' fingerprints all over the community.

Jesus Teaching From the Pulpit - Jesus led our English ministry to take another step toward becoming a
family of disciples (who also make disciples). Back in January, we heard God speak clearly on what it
means to be a disciple of Jesus in all of life and how we are to reorient our lives to trust and follow Jesus.
Then, in the spring we embarked on a year-long journey through the Gospel of John to help us understand
what “life in Jesus’ name” looks like. We also invested in a series called “In the Margins”, where we
encouraged congregants to love the underserved, underprivileged, and overlooked people groups in their
lives.

Jesus at Work Alongside the Ministry Teams - One great example was the Ministry Retreat at Mohawk
College. Here, we learned from Rev. Dr. Lisa Pak about what it means to be “One Body”. We also
celebrated God’s work in the lives of congregants through congregational lunches, barbecues and special
snack times after service. In our worship service, we made significant changes to encourage more of a
“family-centric” atmosphere by implementing a check-in time. Worship leaders prompted attendees to
share about their lives, allowing us to worship God in action by checking in with other members of the
church family.

Jesus Equipping Our Small Groups - Refocusing Small Groups around becoming a family of disciples
through training and curriculum designed to reorient Small Groups to pursue discipleship and mission as
priorities. Small Groups were also given practical opportunities to do so. One example of these practical
opportunities is encouraging Small Groups to prepare Christmas care packages for families in Kin Village in
partnership with FLOW ministries.

God blessed our community in so many more ways. From newcomers joining our community to
welcoming new pastors and staff. Together we rejoiced in the wonder of God helping MCBC reach more
people, while needing less resources to get it done. Surely God is at work, for how else can we explain the
joy and fruits we saw if it were not for His grace and handy work. Praise the Lord!
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As we look ahead to 2024, let's continue to lean on Him as we walk shoulder-to-shoulder through the
road God has put before us. May we continue to grow together as disciples and disciple-makers; may we
continue to deepen the existing relationships in our community and in our surrounding neighbourhood -
and may the God who provided us in 2023, lead us boldly into the year ahead.

“Very truly | tell you, whoever believes in me will do the works | have been doing, and they will do
even greater things than these, because | am going to the Father. And | will do whatever you ask in
my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son.”

Small Groups

In 2023, the Small Groups Ministry made a few growing changes. We thank Paul Hung, Victor Chan, and
Christine Chan for their faithful service in the past years in developing the preliminary training content for
this ministry. To reorient the ministry towards all of life discipleship, we equipped small-group leaders to
make disciples through three key environments: Life on Life (creating discipleship groups, or DGs), Life in
Community (sharing family meals), and Life on Mission (discerning a missional space).

Pastor Mike created a primer and training for new and existing groups to align with the vision and mission
of becoming a family of disciples (who make disciples). We had two trainings: one in March focused on
implementing environments for intentional discipleship, and the second in September training focused on
conflict resolution. Five new leaders and two new groups were birthed by the end of 2023.

2024 will focus on rebuilding a small group's ministry team and continue to guide each group toward
discipleship in the three environments through intentional coaching.

Worship

2023 was a year of growth and solidification. We thank all our team members, from the music team, AV,
host, and traffic team for their faithfulness and diligence in serving.

Sam and Pastor Mike have been working closely together to share the burden of running the ministry. We
have been refining the liturgy of our worship service and even introducing some new elements. An
example of this would be the creation of a ‘family check-in time’ during the worship service. We believe
this element of the service has been fruitful and effective in breaking down barriers between
congregation members and creating a stronger sense of community as we worship together.

We believe musical worship is an opportunity to teach theology and profound truth about God’s character
and work. To this end, we created a song pool for our worship music, ensuring a thoughtful, well-rounded
selection of songs, both traditional and modern.

We have had a few members join our AV and host team — praise the Lord! Our veteran members have all
been pitching in to train these new members. Furthermore, near the end of the year, we created a traffic
team to assist with the smooth flow of traffic for ED and MD at 9:30 AM.

Looking ahead to 2024, we are working towards a few things. We are looking to incorporate the
youth/Driven worship team more into our worship services. We are planning to have more ministry-wide
team-building events. We are also hosting a training workshop for the music and AV teams in Q1. Finally,
we plan to have a Worship Ministry retreat in Q3/Q4.
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Please pray for these various initiatives this year. We don’t just want our team members to serve in the
ministry, but for the ministry to be a channel by which team members can grow and be enriched in their
faith. Please pray for continued energy for all of our team members. While we hope this year will be a
productive one, we also want our team members to be able to reflect and contemplate on their inner life
and relationship with God.

Caring

With a full year out of COVID, we were able to gather as a congregation more comfortably and fellowship
together with food. We organized 2 congregational lunches with the help from our hospitality team. We
also had a Summer BBQ in the Sunken Garden.

These events were great ways to meet other people in English Division and give a warm welcome to
newcomers. Both congregational lunches and the BBQ reflected the growth and depth of our English
Division, with our last congregational lunch in November having over 100 attendees in total!

We had three Women'’s Fellowship Gatherings that gathered based on the leader’s availabilities. Women
in the English Division had an opportunity to worship together, pray with one another and share about
how God was at work in their lives. This was a fruitful time for our women to build relationships cross-
generationally.

Near the end of 2023, Irene Fok decided to transition off as Caring Chair. We are thankful for her faithful
example of hospitality and kindness to our English Division over all these years. Beginning in 2024, Winnie
Chow will assume the responsibility as Caring Chair.

We will continue these initiatives in 2024 and look for more ways to reach out and include newcomers.
Nurturing

Sunday school continues to be one of our main pathways to developing disciples' knowledge in all of life
in 2023. We covered the topics of the Parables of Jesus (January to March) and Why Should We Trust the
Bible (June to December). We baptized 4 brothers and sisters.

As we look to 2024, we plan to expand our nurturing ministry by finding a chair and a team. We will also
expand our scope to spiritual formation and have a day retreat in July. We will also be hosting a marriage
seminar, just one of many Faith+Life initiatives to reorient the MCBC family to Jesus in all of life.

Outreach

English ministry participated alongside the other church divisions with two Community Concern initiatives.
First, our Annual Food Drive raised $8,370 and $5,200 for Markham and Richmond Hill food banks. We

also received 925 Ibs of non-perishable food items. We are blessed that God moves our hearts to help
feed struggling families.
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Second, our Winter Clothing Drive, in partnership with Young Street Mission and Christie Refugee Centre,
with the help of over 25 volunteers, collected 140 large garbage bags and six boxes of brand-new clothes
for those living in poverty and refugees who had just arrived in Canada.

Finally, the English Ministry, in an ongoing partnership with FLOW without Bounds Ministries, delivered
four hampers to our neighbours in need, three of which with a commitment to an ongoing relationship of
prayer and caring for our neighbours across the street.

As we look towards 2024, we want to actively recruit an Outreach chair and team to strengthen our
partnership with FLOW Ministries further, building relationships equipped to care for the marginalized.
We also pray to create opportunities with our other partners, such as Matthew House, Rahab Ministry,
and Richmond Hill Food Bank, to give brothers and sisters opportunities to serve our community.

2024 Outlook

Heading into 2024, the vision to make disciple-makers for the gospel remains the same. We are
committed to further understanding what it means to be a family that makes disciples (who make
disciples).

Our hope for congregants is to deepen their relationship with Jesus, especially through the “messy
circumstances” of life. We plan to focus on teaching about the Big Story of the Bible and some of the
messy circumstances that key figures experience. We have also planned for pulpit teaching on spiritual
disciplines and deepening the inner life, with the hope that we can have a Spiritual Renewal Retreat in the
Summer.

One major priority is to build up and expand ministry teams. This means identifying, equipping and
training the next tier of leaders within the English Division. In conjunction with this, we hope to develop a
leadership pipeline for equipping and training new leaders. We also want to further develop our Outreach
and Nurturing Ministries by rebuilding respective ministry committees and recruiting ministry
chairpersons. God-willing, our Small Groups, Worship and Caring ministries will continue to expand and
grow as well.

Additionally, we seek to take more active steps to build collaboration with the next generation of leaders.
This includes further relationship building with our youth by training them to serve on Worship Teams and
through having joint services.

May God continue to work in our English division in 2024.

Before long, the world will not see me anymore, but you will see me. Because | live, you also will live.
On that day you will realize that | am in my Father, and you are in me, and | am in you. Whoever has
my commands and keeps them is the one who loves me. The one who loves me will be loved by my
Father, and | too will love them and show myself to them.” John 14:19-21
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YLD - Youth Ministry Report

Pastor Ellena Tsang

2023 has been a fruitful year for YLD Youth with the joyous return of retreat as well as the surprising
popularity of softball. God has been faithful in all things, and we praise Him for His continued sustaining of
our youth ministry.

The YLD Core Team would like to thank Joe Lai and Hannah Chan for their faithfulness in serving at YLD
Youth. Both have stepped down from their respective positions as Nurturing Chair (Joe) and Caring Chair
(Hannah) to serve in other areas. May God continue to bless their faithfulness.

One of the greatest highlights of 2023 was our YLD Youth Retreat. We had over 70 youths from Grade 7 to
12 join us at Medeba in West Guilford, Ontario, for a weekend of worship, fun, and respite. Our retreat
theme was Imitators of Christ, and it was a memorable experience for our youths and our leaders, and a
great opportunity for bonding. We praise God for His timing and providence, because despite a little
hiccup the first night (the retreat site lost power), everything was as it should be by worship time on
Saturday morning — truly God’s display that He is taking care of things.

Another highlight was our participation in CCSA softball. Our 2022 softball season was definitely

successful because we had enough youths to have two junior softball teams in 2023: Pharos and Diakonos.
Both teams played valiantly, and the bonds and camaraderie developed between the players is always a
delight to see. We are already looking forward to what 2024 has in store for our teams.

This past summer, a number of our youths also took on the vast project of redecorating the Old Basement.
We have been trying to create a space that is warm and welcoming for our youths, and our projects in the
Old Basement have helped bring us one step closer to our goal. We had teams working on a mural, chess
tables, and our chalkboard wall. This gave our youths the opportunity to make the space their own and
develop a sense of ownership and responsibility of it.

One last highlight of note was our joining with the adult English Division for the advent season. This was a
great way for our youths to connect a little more with an adult division as well as participate in greater
body worship. This also included helping out with FLOW Ministry’s Christmas Hamper project, which
encouraged the youths to learn more about and care for the neighbourhood around our church.

We are grateful for the continued dedication of our volunteers in Driven Worship, Sunday School,
fellowship, and Parents’ Connection. We praise God for them, because we would not be able to run our
youth programs without their help. We thank Charlton Wang and Tom Kang for their continued help in
running Driven AV, our Sunday School teachers for their continued devotion to the faithful teaching of the
Word of God, our Timotheus and Koinonia counsellors for their continued efforts to bond and build
relationships with the youths, and the parent volunteers for Parents’ Connection and our two Parents’
Prayer meetings for their continued support and encouragement.
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YLD Children’s Ministry Report

Pastor Joanne Lee, Pastor Xenia Tang, William Sung and Ricky Choi

The word “growth” summarizes a lot of our year. There has been growth in many areas of our ministry,
and we praise God for it. There were definitely also growing pains, but ultimately, the growth is a blessing
and through it, God has continually shown us he is Jehovah Jireh, the Lord our Provider.

Worship

Speaking of growth, we’ve been using GROW curriculum for the past year. We started off the year in a
series where we learned about the earlier years of Jesus’ life, moving through his years of ministry, and
then ultimately to his path to on the cross. In the summer, we took three months off our GROW
curriculum to learn about what it means to have compassion, and to see the world with God’s eyes, to
love others as he does, and how as kids, we can also make a difference in the lives of others. Moving into
the fall term, we started going through the book of Exodus, and learned about how God called Moses, and
how God was with the Israelites all through their journey to the Promised Land, and then in December,
we joined the English Division and Youth Division in using Advent Conspiracy as we made our way through
the Advent season.

Lil Lights

Our Lil Lights program for infants and children in the early childhood years of Oyrs to 5yrs old has
continued to grow with more children in this age group joining us. With the addition of more children in
our program, we’ve been able to expand the program into smaller age group classes during our 9:30am
time slot. We now have classes for: the LL Sparks (ages 0-2.5yrs), LL Lights (ages 2.6-4yrs), and LL Flames
(ages 4-5yrs who have entered junior and senior kindergarten programs at school).

We have continued the use of our Gingerbread Bible program in conjunction with the same Grow
curriculum used in the grade 1-6 Sunday programs. In addition, we have begun the use of Moving Bible
stories, through which a Bible story is told with the use of an interactive, ‘play-along’ style game. Each
month children are introduced to a new Bible cheer song written for them to memorize the theme Bible
verse!

While the increase of children also includes a need to increase the number of volunteers, we are excited
and hopeful of all the current volunteers and the new volunteers who have joined our team. We look
forward to another year of continued growth and journeying with Jesus’ littlest disciples at MCBC!

VBC

It takes an army to run summer camp! We had over 90 campers this year, JK-GR 8, at our 2-week VBC this
year, led by our camp coordinator, Zara, our 6 summer interns, our 20+ youth volunteers, and many adult
sign-in/out, kitchen, traffic, etc., helpers, our VBC executive committee, Xenia, and Pastor Joanne. Our
theme was Mystery Island, Tracking down the One True God. How the wasps kept getting into the gym
was a mystery, but God was so good to us. We brought back our camp-wide service project for the second
year in a row. This year, we made over 400 care packages for Toronto City Mission and Scott Mission. The
kids were so invested in being a blessing to others! We also saw our kids have breakthroughs in their
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understanding of who God is and how that relates to who we are, and we had parents, kids, and leaders
alike wishing that camp was longer than two weeks.

Special Events

Bless the Parents Night — On Mar 18, we had some of the families of our Gr 1-6 kids come out. We served
them dinner, ran a family spiritual formation activity with them where they learned how to talk about God
around the dinner table, and then we blessed the parents with two hours away from their kids, two hours
to do whatever they wanted, before picking their kids back up. We had a lot of fun with their kids,
learning about how much God wants them, all of them. The question we heard a lot of parents ask each
other after the parents came back to pick up their kids was, “What did you do with your time off?”

Bless the Parents Night: Lil Lights Edition — On May 6, we had some of the families from our Lil Lights’
program come out. We were able to pray for many of the parents one on one, and then we blessed them
with a few hours away from their little ones. It was a very enjoyable time for us with their kids, and a
special moment for us was when we were in the Sunken Garden playing with bubble guns.

Fall Fest

On Oct 31, we ran our annual Fall Fest event, welcoming our church kids, VBC kids, Scouts kids, Choir kids,
community kids to our church to our Halloween-alternative festival. There were quite a few kids, and
quite a bit of candy. We're thankful for everyone who helped prepare and run our game booths for us,
and to everyone who donated prizes for the night!

Scouts

In 2023, Scouts organized a winter camp in February, a family camp in June, a parenting seminar for the
youths’ parents, and fall camp in October. Scouts also organized two parenting seminars and other
activities for parents to join on Wednesday nights. In total, there were 66 youths and Scouters and 30
parents who joined the family camp. When Scouts did registration for 2024, we saw an increased number
of youth join. We had 70 and now we have 90, and we’ve also recruited more than 10 adult Scouters.

Children and Youth Choir and Handbell Choir

In the year 2023, despite the challenges presented by the ongoing circumstances, Children & Youth Choir
and Handbell Choir managed to resume all regular practices, combining in-person rehearsals with Zoom
meetings to ensure continuous practicing and collaboration. The Children and Youth Choir presented
throughout the year; these included special presentations for occasions such as Chinese New Year,
Mother’s Day, Recital, Father’s Day and Mission Month.

Both the Children & Youth Choir and Handbell Choir actively participated in community outreach. Notable
events included presentations at the GTA Cantonese Revival Meeting in November, and the MCBC
Cantonese Christmas Music Worship. These performances contributed to the spiritual enrichment of the
wider community.

We are thankful for God’s guidance and blessing that we could still work together and lead our members
to continue to serve God.
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Some final thoughts...

We started off the year with an average of 73 kids/week coming in January 2023. Our highest monthly
average was in September last year, which was 103 kids/week, with our October and November averages
being just under 100 kids/week. This growth, has led to additional classes being opened; additional lesson
plans tailored to these new classes, and more volunteers needed to supervise these classes. We’ve been
blessed to have over 100 volunteers help out in various aspects of children’s ministry over this past year.
Without them, none of this growth would have been possible. As we continue to grow, our need for
volunteers also continues to grow. We are continually looking for people with a heart to serve alongside
our little ones, and we enjoy walking with our volunteers as they grow alongside our children as well.
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Community Concern Committee Report
Annie Ma

With immense thankfulness, we praise God for the outreach ministries that He has blessed through the
CCC. In 2023, the CCC has not only provided an avenue from which to encourage involvement of our
church members to share God’s love within the local community, but also, facilitate partnerships with
other Christian organizations in the GTA through prayer and financial support. These endeavours
continue to build on the foundation of Christ, where His work extends beyond the walls of the church.

Easter Outreach

To celebrate the message of hope at Easter, we had over 80 brothers and sisters serve as care
ambassadors to deliver gift packages to 710 homes, allowing our church to connect with 296 families
within our neighbourhood. This event was made possible with over 20 volunteers who helped to
assemble the gifts. The participation of our members continues to establish our church presence with the
residents surrounding our church, while sowing seeds of God’s word.

Annual Food Drive

In July, due to the soaring rates of inflation and the serious supply shortages at food banks, the CCC
organized the Food Drive to support both the Richmond Hill and Markham Food Banks. Praise be to the
Lord for the generous support from ED, MD and CD in raising $8,370 and $5,200 for Markham and
Richmond Hill, respectively. Furthermore, MCBC contributed an additional $5K to each food bank to
match the donations. We also received 925 |bs of non-perishable food items. We are blessed to be
blessing that God moves our heart to help feed struggling families.

Winter Clothing Drive

As we braced the Fall weather in October, the CCC partnered with Young Street Mission and Christie
Refugee Centre, to collect gently-used clothing. With the help of over 25 volunteers, a total of 140 large
garbage bags and 6 boxes of brand-new clothes were collected and sorted. This meaningful endeavour
allowed our church a way to help “the least of these” (MATT 25:40), bringing warmth to many refugees,
the homeless and children.

A very special thanks to the CD New Media Ministry (NMM) team that diligently promoted the CCC events
to generate church excitement and involvement.
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The CCC has also supported ministries through prayer and monetary assistance ($3,500 to each
organization):
e Urban Promise - youth ministries that empower children to overcome the obstacles of poverty
e Safe Families - children in crisis are given shelter in a safe and supportive environment to help
families stay intact
e Dale Ministries - dedicated to helping marginalized people directly within their community through
street help, meals, and worship
e Sparrow Gardens - farming fresh vegetables for families in need
Mathew House - offers shelter to refugees and services to establish permanent residency in
Canada
e Rahab Ministries - demonstrates Truth and Love in action to help women in human trafficking

Looking ahead in 2024, we humbly wait for His providence and guidance to lead us in His Kingdom work.
All glory to Him!
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Mission Board Report
Simon Yuen / Elaine Wong

And He said to them, “the harvest is plentiful, but laborers are few. Therefore, pray earnestly to the Lord of
the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest”. (Luke 10:2)

Jesus uses the analogy of a harvest to bring out the fact that there are a lot of people who need to be
brought to the love of God. At MCBC, we are urged to pray to the Lord that the body of Christ continues
to play a strong role in the harvest.

Missionaries and Mission Organizations

» MCBC is financially supporting a total of 25 missionaries and 16 mission organizations serving around
the globe. Praise God that our mission partnership has expanded in 2023 compared to 2022. Our
ministry reach around the globe is becoming geographically wider and more diverse.

Missionary Care Group

» Following a workshop on missionary care by Pastor Keith Lee of Go International in mid 2022, a few
Cantonese small group members started forming a new missionary care group later in the year and
seeing it grow throughout 2023. They reached out to some oversea missionaries to facilitate stronger
personal care and support. They held sharing events and lunch gatherings to meet the supporting
missionaries when they visited Toronto. These were great opportunities for many small group
members to meet the missionaries and take part in missionary care. Many were blessed and inspired
by their life testimonies.

Short-term Missions

» Doors were opened to resume short term mission trips post COVID season. Zealous brothers and
sisters quickly filled up all short-term mission teams for the year. During 2023 through to early 2024,
our short term mission teams were sent to serve in Sudbury, Italy, Spain, Portugal, Colombia,
Germany, and Cambodia. We prayed that seeds of the Gospels and His teachings are spread to ends
of the world.

We are grateful for all these living testimonies of God’s wondrous work in the harvest. As we envision
what the future may look like, we can use our stories to help inform how we continue to participate in
God’s kingdom today and in the future. We are grateful for His infinite provisions. We trust that His grace
will carry us through challenges and make us grow. Jesus ministry to the world was always on the move
and stimulating. We hope to see missions in MCBC become an invigorating place. We look forward to
seeing our worship bear fruit in our lives and the lives of others. Let our missions and services bring glory
to God in our community and abroad!
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$H/EL BT E 2023 EREE 4
Markham Chinese Baptist Church Events in 2023

Month o ;
Division: CD /ED/ MD/ YLD & 158}
R
1 (Sun) New Year Day JT-H H (Church closed Zr&r{k &)
. Tc“ & 12 (Thu) Q1 Admin Board Meeting £ —Z=/T I &%
g 23 |15 (Sun) e e
528 |2aom Q1 BPD Meeting 55— F U i & @i
o 29 (S Chinese New Year EE&EH 4
(Sun) Children/Youth Choir presentation at CD/MD 57 2 535 5T & 25/ 58 41 BRIE,
1/14-3/25
wa | (2nd& 4th Sat) W5 B #3542 YCG Alpha Course
CD 578 | 5:30-8:30PM
Ja}; 18 (Wed) B — 20T Lst CD Meeting
5 (Thu) 7:30 PM | “Edp/NHTHEE Cell Group Pre-Study
FH=EITIRR (R 24, 5 H 2 EE)
N 6 (Fri) The 3rd phase of Blessings Discipleship Training (2 years, meeting twice a
MD BigE month)
15 (Sun) AETEEEr (1) -3 HE20% EY Newcomers Welcome Tea Reception (1)
28 (Sat) B AR (#71) MD Chinese New Year Celebration
%L,Efﬁ 12 (Thu) YLD Youth Committee Meeting /D FEFH S @rarsk
s
9 c_gu @ 19 (Sun) BF—F 2 A2 Q1 General Members' Meeting
O = N
528
af:' 20 (Mon) Family Day ZZJi2 H{EZHH (Church closed Zrer (k5
1/14-3/25
(2nd & 4th Sat) | B&FEEEEREE YCG Alpha Course
5:30-8:30PM
2/1-4/12 (Wed)
(Every other week)| Z5/5E " EIESE8A2 | Alpha Course- Outreach
CD B | 9:30-11:30AM
4 (sat) SMNEHE SOS T Y
Feb Chinese New Year Celebration (Outreach and SOS)
=H 5 (suri) EEEES THRBEL ) 50
Chinese New Year Celebration - Joy Fellowship
26 (Sun) RO TR
Cantonese Pastoral Welcome Luncheon
R EAEBEERG AR (1 H B #HEI1%R)
4(Sat) Spring Term Christian Education Seminar by CCC (Training for Sunday
MD BI:E School teachers)
25 (sat) B EANE S LOUUE 3 ER e SRR TR A g
Cambodia Mission Sharing - Outreach ministry joint with 3 other churches
ED JERE | 11 (Sat) Sister's Brunch #h#k F /& &
YLD . . .
/b iE 3-5 (Fri-Sun) YLD Youth Retreat F/FE{& e
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Month

Division: CD /ED/ MD/ YLD &5 &)

R
1/14-3/25
(2nd & 4th Sat) | BEFEEEEERIE YCG Alpha Course
5:30-8:30PM
2/1-4/12 (Wed)
CD Bz5 | (Everyotherweek)| 5575JE " B#wR#E , Alpha Course - Outreach
9:30-11:30AM
TEdp B BEGRME - TESSEL ) (4 H 6 HIEEETER)
I\:/Iar 3/23-5/18 (Thu) Nurturing - Word of Life Course (WOL)
- Mar-May (Sun) | =#Effi#Es)%k EE Training (during Sunday School)
MD B35 gl\(/'ll'hu) 7:30 E i/ NAHTEE Cell Group Pre-Study
ED 3&5E | 5(Sun) Sunday School Spring Term Begins &2+ H 258
%;qu 18 (Sat) 5-9 PM | Bless the Parents Night £ [F]4&H
1 (Sat) Neighbourhood Visit (Community Concern Committee)
= 2-4 PM paaE (HEHEZSE)
S = 7 (Fri) Good Friday Service 22 A7,
‘é il 9(s Easter Sunday Worship 78)Z &7+ H=4E
O 4] (Sun) (Driven & ED joint #3522 B &/ DEERES)
S & 10 (Mon) Easter Monday 18 &85 28— (Zx&{=E# Church closed)
O
23 (Sun) o i
230PM QZ BPD Meetlng %#é%&#ﬁiﬁ% [==]:t
2/1-4/12 (Wed)
(Every other week)| Z575JE " EEEER4E , Alpha Course - Outreach
9:30-11:30AM
SMNERE T HHEREE IS T S L pgis RS |
8 (Sat) - B TR R AR
Easter Outreach Event with TSTTMC
HMEESE T L SOS () N EHHE S EIfE &
cD 9 (Sun) TR A S IE I
Aor Easter EM with SOS group
IEIF))% 19 (Wed) BEEHSE K&k 2nd CD Meeting
29 (Sat) EEERARAEE % 2 17 CCM Team Building Night
TEapzE ) EEEME - TRRSEC L (4 H 6 HIETEEERR)
3/23-5/18 (Thu) Nurturing - Word of Life Course (WOL)
4/16-6/11 (Sun) | EZEZ183T CD Baptism Class
7 (Fri) AZEETEEE Good Friday Service
9 (Sun) 1&ZA T H4ZFE Easter Sunday Service
15 (Sat) ROTE TR o G BRI RS RRARE, s R J75E4RAN)
MD Nurturing Seminar & Training
;60%8:&) EE)SHZEFE Spring Baptism Service (8 A 4Z9)
21 (Friystarts | TEE APIBUBRMASE AL (A4 8 )
MD Timothy Fellowship starts the Blessings Small Group Meeting (8 weeks)
ED 16 (Sun) Congregational Lunch JLzE 5 28
4/30-5/28 (Sun) | Baptism Class HLzE/Z 1S5
YLD 6 (Thu) YLD Youth Committee Meeting &/ 1FEZ 85 @@k

33



Month

Division: CD /ED/ MD/ YLD &5 &)

R
1 (Mon) Q2 Admin Board Meeting 2 _F/TIE &5
14.(S Mother's Day ~EFREf
E (Sun) Children/Youth Choir presentation at CD/MD/ED 53 55 HEAE & BRIE,
3 & | 14 (sun) Q2 Council Meeting 45— #érs drers
=
a M | 22 (Mon) Victoria Day 4% flJgi H (Church closed #&r (k)
S & 26-28 2023 K& miffiE G (25E) - 5/28 BIFEE B 5| S E 24k L
© (Fri-Sun) Greater Toronto Evangelistic Meeting (MD serve as Usher on 5/28)
28 (Sun) RO G~ CHEMRETE
MCBC 27th Anniversary Thanksgiving Service
TEapzE ) BEEME - TRRSEC L (4 H 6 HIETEENERR)
3/23-5/18 (Thu) Nurturing - Word of Life Course (WOL)
May | CD B | o0 coovnigne | | FIBIRL. $OOER | MBS G GEE: [ EETR)
HH CD Evangelistic Meeting
4/16-6/11 (Sun) | EFEZ1SHE CD Baptism Class
4 (Thu) 7:30 PM | A=d5/N4HTEZE Cell Group Pre-Study
20 (sat) SENREPARIA A 8 T MR
Start of 8 weekly Blessings Fellowship Meetings
MD B | 22 (Mon) FHZRLHE (/N4HZET) Spring Outing (SGSP) - Jefferson Forest Trail
21 (sun) A (2) - H 2R
Newcomers Welcome Tea Reception (2)
ED Bes 4/30-5/28 (Sun) | ED Baptism Class #5352 (G 1T
"8 7 (Sun) SG Training /N&HEZ3|
YLD ‘131(33%/)13'%'? Bless the Parents: Lil Light! %7 Lil Light 52 & H
== )l
B 12 (Fri) Parents Connection Night 52 £ %
° H{H% 4 (Sun) Q2 General Members' Meeting B -F 24 A&
O >
o
3 (Sat) BEEEEZ Sy Z) Mission Sharing Night
6:30-9:00PM (Organized by Millennium Cell Group, Sharing by Pius Hau)
4 (Sun) BB e &P CD Membership Class
g 11 (Sun) H2Z2 2% CD Baptism
Jun | CPERE g (Sun) EE a2 s ér CD Baptismal Luncheon
N 18 (Sun) ZEFB7E (&) Child Dedication Ceremony
25 (Sun) E R 48 & Cantonese Pastoral Welcome Luncheon
4/16-6/11 (Sun) | EFE/Z1SHE CD Baptismal Class
15 (Thu) 7:30 PM| Cell Group Pre-Study 2 /[N4H FE
18 (Sun) ZEERZ (L) Child Dedication Ceremony
MD B | 20 (Tue) FIHEEA T ZE A = E# L) Cambodia Mission Sharing
25 (Sun) fmE L HGEEE: e2EEYEN) Gospel Sunday
30 (Fri) &9 Discipleship Training
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Month

Division: CD /ED/ MD/ YLD &5 &)

R
4 (Sun) Sunday School Summer Term Begins 2= F HE 544
Jun ED #:E | 11 (Sun) ED Baptism HzE2 2
. 18 (Sun) BEER#E (ZE) Child Dedication Ceremony
YLD 11(S Children Choir - Year End Recital
T4 (Sun) IR G
1 (Sat) Canada Day EfEEH (church closed & (kH)
S 1-17 (Sat - Mon) | 2023 Italy/Spain Short-term Mission A Fl|/7Pg 5T 56 =
g#& | 9(Sun) _ _ _
S 11:15AM - Food Drive ((iommunltyfoncen Committee)
Ol | 12:30PM BEhEYIT (HEREEES)
@ | 2:00-400PM
Jul 5 20 (Thu) Q3 Admin Board Meeting 55 = Z=1{TE &%
+H 30 (Sun) Q3 Council Meeting 55 =FH&HLT I H
N 8 (Sat) e KJik{ (&) Church Picnic (CD)
CD B o o -
19 (Wed) BRI = v 3rd CD Meeting
ED B3 | 21-23 (Fri-Sun) | English Retreat H3E iR (& &
YLD . . e
24 6 (Thu) YLD Youth Committee Meeting &F/DEFH S & sh
_ 7 (Mon) Civic Holiday /NE©H  (Church closed g (K 2)
a § @ 20 (Sun) Q3 General Members' Meeting ZE=F @ L A&
o =I5
O é g (1l€r/l-§r?-Fri) YLD Vacation Bible Camp (In-person)
COERBATE - BRE R ERA
5(Sat) 7-9PM | e o ’
(Sa9) S B
THRERE R | SMNRIEE) (EEET)
CD - - ’
Aug 24-26 (Thu-Sat) Outreach - Jesus Loves Toronto (Mission Board)
% 27(sun) 3.5 Py | . FUPABFRECATORC | 2 [E152 olfi) 3600 Rt 5 I 2
RIMNEE LA - EKEE
3(Thu) 7:30 PM | A:/)NaHTEE Cell Group Pre-Study
19 (Sat) BERR0HE (/NHZET) Summer Outing (SGSP)- Nokiidaa Trail
MD = ~ sy . oy
19 & 20 (Sat, TR BIEEE RS ABHEERE (BN A EE )
Sun) MD Seminar on "Eschatology"- partnering with China Evangelical Seminary
7:30 pm (Canada)
ED 13 (Sun) ED BBQ Jigi i jd)rE
" Tc“ = 4 (Mon) Labour Day 26 T.H (Churchclosed Zyer(kgE)
cgx 9/27 - 10/1
[ S—2] {Hﬂ - _ PP =
sep o E a0 | (Wed - Sun) 2023 Sudbury Short-term Mission 45 =
FLR

O
w)
JB
E 1}

9/14-11/2 (Thu)

TEan 2 E ) BEHUE - T LSS L
Nurturing - Word of Life Course (WOL)

16 (Sat)

EEREHR LSRG - EEEM, 20 (EE: EE

Panama Mission Sharing

 HH - i)

23(Sat) night

T % Plan B ; {78 < Moive Night EM

Sep-Nov (Sun)

=1EMriE|gk EE Training (during Sunday School)
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Month

Division: CD /ED/ MD/ YLD &5 &)

R
9 (Sat) SEpER R 4F (FhEEE 1) Seminar & Training (Nurturing)
B HEEL, TR AERETWERE
10(Sun) F:ZyF H Christian Education Sunday
MD BisE EEREH LS E - BT 2
16 (Sat) (FRE: {09~ B3 FiieE)
;f)% Panama Mission Sharing
17 (sun) T 81(3) - FI 25 B
Newcomers Welcome Tea Reception (3)
ED 3o 3 (Sun) Sunday School Fall Term Begins £kZ= I H 2 5]
A7 sun) SG Training /INaR 31
YLD 3 (Sun) New Sunday School term begins ¥1—2F HEEFHH
BOE 8 (Fri) New Koinonia year begins &4 B#Z i —FFi14
1 (Sun) 2:30 PM | Q4 BPD Meeting i 5 & &35 (55 VU =)
E 15 (Sun) Winter Clothing Drive
e & 11AM - 12:30PM (Community Concern Committee)
g o | 24PM TR HEREEET)
2 E@l 8 (Sun) Thanksgiving Sunday g&&57 % H
o
5 9 (Mon) Thanksgiving Day ;& &7 (Church closed Z&{kE)
26 (Thu) Q4 Admin Board Meeting {7 € (55U =)
18 (Wed) EREHISE PUZCE 5 4th CD Meeting
Oct | CD #: TR i B - T DIPESEE
+H 9/14-11/2 (Thu) Nurturing - Word of Life Course (WOL)
7 (sat HEHAESIBE GER: LE AN EE)
Joint Seminar with another church
14 (Sat) JEELER 58 4 =€ Thanksgiving Sharing
MD Bi3E | 19 (Thu) 7:30 PM| 4= i/ N4H T Cell Group Pre-Study
21(Sat) night | 202472025 BEHL S T SR ML L. (65 WA - CCC)
Outreach/SGSP - Seminar on Holy Land Ministry
29 (Sun) HFE2EZEFE Fall Baptism Service (6 A 5Z52)
YLD . .
YN 5 (Thu) YLD Youth Committee Meeting
5 (Sun) Q4 Council Meeting Zr&r st & &= (SEVU=E)
_ Greater Toronto Revival Meeting (Mandarin)
g | XA TheSun) | o023 ks ifisi R g (HE)
Nov S | 1226 . o . -
. >y 2023 Columbia Bogota Short-term Mission - ELam fF &F KT E
+—A 5 (Sun-Sun)
o g g;g 26 (Sun) Children/Youth Choir presentation at CD/MD/ED G E#FIIAE 5 EERIE
'\|<I/|I(S)?1Ifrr11 G 26 (Sun) Q4 General Members' Meeting ZB/TE &4 A &
=t 4=| 11/30-12/11 y cinn e AT
(Thu-Mon) 2023 Germany Short-term Mission {& [ =
5(Sun) BRI -8 Cantonese Pastoral Welcome Luncheon
cD s | 12(Sun) R 5 % H £ H MD Mission Month Sunday

9/14-11/2 (Thu)

MEan s BEEGRE - T EEE L
Nurturing - Word of Life Course (WOL)
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Month

Division: CD /ED/ MD/ YLD &5 &)

A
4 (Sat) 7:30 PM | EMMEETTUFRE (U5 ¢ FRGEHR(GAE © £3 : EHET)
16 (Thu) 7:30 PM| Cell Group Pre-Study 4 a5/ NHTHES
+Nﬂ‘% MD EiE | 12 (Sun) 3B 2 %] F F MD Mission Month Sunday
21 (Sat)
Mission 9:30AM- TR B A AP (. S T 9L )
4:30PM
Month
=% B | ED¥EE | 12 (Sun) ED Congregational Lunch 3355 /4
YLD 11 (Sat) Children's Choir present in Greater Toronto Revival Meeting at TCCC
HOE SRS i B R
" TCG & | 24 (Sun) Christmas Sunday Service ZE38F F H52EF
[72] 9 H.g -
8 2 g | 25 (Mon) Christmas Day B2t (Church closed)
aF: 26 (Tue) Boxing Day £fifa H (Church closed Zr& (K &)
10 (Sun) H27a2 222 CD Baptism
10 (Sun) BRSS9 CD Baptismal Luncheon
CD B3 §-33E)S|f|3| TR EEAELEEE Christmas Music Worship
Dec ' NN
—q 30 (sat) AR B (30)
- Year-end Thanksgiving Meeting (CD)
25 (Momy AN | AT (. TR
N Christmas Evangelistic Meeting
MD &5 —
31(5un) HrEIR S RS =
New Year's Eve Sharing & Thanksgiving
ED ¥EE | 3(Sun) Sunday School Winter Term Begins %25 3 H £25d:1
YLD 23 (Sat) Children's Choir present at CD Christmas Music Worship
HOH SEE I B R B A RS

37



R R ERFTALRH
2023 and 2022 Comparative Balance Sheet (Cash basis)

BiE2023%12H31HR2022%12H 31 H Markham Chinese Baptist Church

As at Dec 31, 2023 and Dec 31, 2022 EHREASESY
BEEAESER
& FE 20234 g = 20224

BALANCE SHEET TEEBERR 128 31H 128 31H
ASSETS EE
Cash RERFRBTE 475,858 322,296
Receivables & Uk BE FX 47,777 35,589
Prepaid Expenses HAHEA 64,869 22,919
Investment - CIBC BE 446,802 848,005
Current Assets MEIEE 1,035,306 1,228,809
Fixed Assets BE&EE 7,054,429 7,023,409
Total Assets mEE 8,089,735 8,252,218
LIABILITIES =K i
Liabilities
Other Liabilities HbasE 25,116 13,328
Total Liabilities =R 25,116 13,328
EQUITY W RBEE
General Fund HEES 1,068,993 903,131
Capital Asset Fund BREEES 6,706,501 6,966,178
Mission Fund EEETES 187,634 218,972
Charity Fund BEES 12,898 13,098
Current Earnings EE_FERR 88,593 137,511
Total Equity RUERBEE 8,064,619 8,238,890
LIABILITIES AND EQUITY HamBkis 8,089,735 8,252,218

REEE
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SRz R EAFEE
2023 and 2022 Surplus/Deficit

*excludes amortization/depreciation

Markham Chinese Baptist Church

HIWENRES
(B) (©)

2023 2022 BvsC
REVENUE UZA Actual B |Actual BIE | % =8
OFFERIG INCOME FRUIA
General/Bld/Thkg Funds HE R Eh R 1,621,492 1,521,610 6.6%
Mission Fund =BEETER 182,354 188,157 (3.1%)
Total Offering ZERNAEUZA 1,803,846 1,709,767 5.5%
Other Income HUg A 71,320 84,870 (16.0%)
TOTAL REVENUE mua A 1,875,166 1,7945,637 4.5%
EXPENSE 52
Salary and Benefits BT 2/|EF 1,196,433 1,133,160 5.6%
Administration THE 88,722 78,771 12.6%
Community Charity Support | 4% 2 1R E) 39,724 44,812 (11.4%)
Facility Management R EEE 151,609 112,329 35.0%
Missionary Support =EETER 218,134 219,493 (0.6%)
Divisional Ministries Z2ETEHR 91,951 68,560 34.1%
TOTAL EXPENSE Aol 1,786,573 1,657,126 7.8%
Surplus/Deficit BiR/ B8 88,593 137,511 (35.6%)
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B2~ R ERMFVR
Comparison of Statistics between Year 2023 and 2022

Year 2023 Year 2022 % Increase
— %=z el g 3 3 ot F
Average No. of Worship Service Attendants X #5# Z < g
English ® % 111 98 13.27%
Jr-HiYouth # * & 59 58 1.72%
Mandarin % 211 169 24.85%
Cantonese % F (= %) 453 379 19.53%
Total Average No. of Attendants in English, Jr-Hi,
Mandarin & Cantonese Services
, 834 704 18.47%
FHF A B R A
LA A ez B fr
Children 523 * 89 61 45.90%
Total Average No. of Attendants in all services 923 765 20.65%
BRI HITI g
Sunday School i p £
Average No. of Sunday School Attendants
1pFTHLla 291 237 22.78%
SS Average No. of Attendants as % of Total Average No.
of Attendants in all services 31.53% 30.98% 0.55%
1pFITEA B AT 2 v F
No. Baptized =% & < #
Total Baptized No. 2 # % /& 4 #c || 26 20 -28.57%
New Members #7§ %
No. Baptized and become Member % /% = A € % 25 34 -26.47%
No. Transferred-in / Joined-in & » /4¢ » 29 11 163.64%
Total No. of New Members 7§ % %8 54 45 20.00%
No. Transferred-out a4 8 3 160.67%
Total Baptized No. as % of Total Average No. of
Attendants in English, Jr-Hi, Mandarin & Cantonese
Services 3.12% 2.84% 0.28%
/\#‘111/\%(&%‘10\ A /"éf‘ E=
B A FHARMMAZ L
Offering §f‘-€
Total Offering Amount %Lf’e & 3 Bk $1,803,846 $1,709,766 5.50%
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2023 ¢ ¥ 4 i# Congregation Distribution

Cantonese EE
453 (49.08%)

Children 5z

a 89 (9.64%)

e

English #3E
111 (12.03%)

Mandarin BE / \Youth(Grade 7-12)

211 (22.86%) /(TR 12553T)
59 (6.39%)

¥ & b3 Growth Comparison (2023 vs 2022)
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