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Chiu on This

Hello,
It has been a while. I'm still alive! And still in my (less) new HR role. And still
juggling like every working mom.

The longer I'm in this role, the more I realize that so much of Personnel work is
not something I can disclose openly, especially in a medium like this. Details
can only be anonymized so much before things become vague and
meaningless, generic reports of "God showed up!" It has made writing these
prayer letters well more difficult than before. And yet there's so much I want to
share! Somewhat mysteriously, I can only ask that you pray for us as we
employ our skills, knowledge, and care to exploring how our Canadian team
can serve better together in fellowship. And as always, please pray for those
who are partway through our candidate process for serving overseas. Oh and
please don't forget our workers who have been patiently waiting to (finally)
travel to their field or eagerly awaiting return.

Karen Tsang <karen.tsang@mcbc.com>

Fw: Chiu on This #37
1 message

SIMON YUEN <skk_yuen@yahoo.co.uk> Thu, Mar 2, 2023 at 3:10 PM
To: Karen Tsang <karen.tsang@mcbc.com>

----- Forwarded message -----
From: Michelle Chiu <wingsi.michelle@gmail.com>
To: Simon Yuen <skk_yuen@yahoo.co.uk>
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Evan unabashedly hugging our friend's dog. His love for most animals has not
diminished, and he especially likes dogs.

In addition, rotating illnesses at Evan's daycare means that our whole family is
in survival mode once every two weeks on average. OMF work gets done at
odd, unpredictable hours, sometimes while a fevering child naps, sometimes
while a grandma is serving up a snack or making cars out of play dough (to
Evan's great delight). I'm just about ready to start a friendly game of "Working
Parent Bingo" to remember to laugh. Some days are long, friends.

But the years are certainly short. Just like that, Evan is nearly 2.5 years old.
Just like that, we were at the airport, seeing our friends and OMF colleagues fly
out to Japan for long-term ministry, their 9-month-old baby in tow. Just like that,
2022 is off the calendar, and the murmuring of Spring's arrival is on the wind
(and in the official announcements that yet again, it's almost time to turn the
clocks forward).
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Bittersweet goodbyes to Kevin, Jessica, and Aria as they flew out to Japan for long-
term ministry. By God's grace, Aria was an absolute delight on the 14-hour flight!

We are immensely grateful for the big and small ways God has shown up for us
as a family trying to ride out wave after wave of illness. Especially when Alwin
travels for work and I'm going solo. Our hearts and souls are full of reminders of
God's love when we are (miraculously!) healthy and able to share a meal with
friends. We are so grateful for coworkers, friends, and family who offer timely
food, medication, childcare, compassion, encouragement. They look at us
through eyes of grace and faith and love—cheering for us, hoping for us,
praying for us, when we are too exhausted or unwell to do much other than
push a toy car back and forth while lying on the floor. And only occasionally
falling asleep.
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Having some fun with cookies and OMF kiddos! (These were homemade gingerbread
cookies, complete with separately baked clothing.)

We know that even in these days, a blur of weeks whipping off the calendar,
unsure sometimes of how or where God is at work in the millionth load of
laundry this week, or in the thousandth attempt (in vain) to teach Evan to say
hello, or in being interrupted in the middle of a work day by the daycare with
that dreaded photo of the thermometer reading 38.1°C

—these days too, the Lord has made.

And we are learning—slowly, if somewhat haltingly—to rejoice in them.
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Shalom,

Michelle.

Evan decided to label all of us based on the first letter of our first names. We were not
allowed to remove these for the next hour or so... :)

Help Me Get to 100% Support!
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Chiu on This

Dear Simon,
Hello!  

I hope this email finds you and your loved ones well, in every sense of the
word. Since I last wrote, our days have been filled with the regular roller coaster
highs and lows of work, chores, and caring for a no-longer-a-baby-but-not-yet-
a-toddler, exaggerated by the forces of this persistent pandemic. The days are
long, but the years are short—it shocked me to find that my last update to you
all was back in August 2021! Somehow, it feels like every day is the same, and
yet, suddenly, everything has changed. 

In light of all this, it has been comforting to be reminded that God is seeing us
through every moment of every hour. As someone recently prayed for us: Our

Karen Tsang <karen.tsang@mcbc.com>

Fw: Chiu on This #36
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God is a God of seasons, and winter is a season where we learn resilience and
discover new depths and breadths of God's faithfulness, patience, and
providence. Amen to that!

Evan poking frozen condensation on the inside of our windows on one of those
mornings when it was -20C.

Key Updates

I'm back on two of the committees I was part of before maternity leave:
the Financial Provision Committee (FPC) and the Crisis Management
Team (CMT). Both these groups require clarity of thought, wisdom, and
creativity to address the issues or changes that arise. Please continue to
pray for us as we continue to review and propose changes to policy (FPC)
and pivot and communicate well as the pandemic progresses (CMT).
We're all too aware of our limitations and very much need the Lord as we
look for solutions and/or next steps.
Adjustment to this HR role continues. On some days, I miss working
closely with our Mobilization team. More and more, I'm growing in
appreciation for belonging to a team, being supervised by someone who
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has experience and expertise in the same area of work, and taking a
more active role in effecting internal change. Thank you for praying for
me, even though I haven't been able to share many of the details (unlike
when I was in Comms)!

My first "work shift" of the day sometimes involves drawing cars in the snow.
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Parenting win: Taking your child for a
"walk" in the underground parking garage
when it's too cold and windy outside.

Unlike last year, Evan took notice of our
Christmas tree. Hence the tree fence.

Working mom life is a whole new adventure for our family. We would
appreciate your ongoing prayers for physical, mental, and emotional
energy, a spirit of endurance, and restful sleep for everyone—especially
Evan's grandmothers, who regularly look after him! Please pray also for
creativity... if you've ever been trapped at home for hours with a small
child, you know intimately this very special blessing in disguise. :)
Evan's currently very into cows and chickens. They're his waking
thought, if his intra-crib monologues are any indication. Alwin and I are
routinely surprised by how our hearts fill with sudden joy, delight, and
pride when watching Evan. The pandemic took much away from us as
first-time parents, but enabled us to be continuously present for Evan's
every milestone. It won't always be this way, and we are thankful for this
season of closeness as a family.



2/16/22, 9:39 PM Markham Chinese Baptist Church Mail - Fw: Chiu on This #36

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ik=33d573f59c&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A1724973740202637462%7Cmsg-f%3A1724973740202… 5/6

Evan "kissing" a cat I drew on a container.

I'd like to leave you with an excerpt of a liturgy from Every Moment Holy by
Douglas Kaine McKelvey. Alwin and I have been very blessed by McKelvey's
reflective writing and heartfelt prayers. Praying that this blesses you today:

When the cacophony of 
universal distress unsettles us, 

remind us that we are but small 
and finite creatures... 

justice and mercy, 
healing and redemption, 
are your great labours. 

From "A Liturgy for those Flooded by Too Much Information". 
Every Moment Holy Vol. 1
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Shalom, 

Michelle.

Copyright © 2022 OMF Canada, All rights reserved.  
You are receiving this email because you have indicated your interest in my ministry at OMF. If you would

like to stop receiving these emails, click "unsubscribe" below—no hard feelings! :)  
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OMF Canada
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3rd Floor
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Canada
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View this email in your browser
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Dear MCBC,

As we enter this Christmas season, I realize I've been at OMF for almost two
years now. In many ways, I do not think my 27 year-old self would be able to
recognize the current me—and I am thankful for these changes that God has
wrought in my heart. I pray that this Advent will bring you back to the mystery of
Jesus's Incarnation—with all the love, joy, and peace that it brings. 

May you never be too busy to rejoice and give thanks!

Ministry Update

Heart for Asia mailing list clean-up. WE'RE DONE!!! It is difficult to
express the magnitude of the task and the speed at which it was
completed. Enormously thankful for God's provision of timely volunteers
who endured hours of tedious data entry. Thank you for praying for my
team and me as we blitzed this past month. 
Heart for Asia digital is finally launching! You still have time to sign up!
I'm quite excited to present this new format of the newsletter, which allows
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us to pull stories and resources from all over OMF's ministries in East
Asia, not just ones with Canadian workers!

Click here to sign up!

Personal Update

We're engaged! "We" meaning Alwin and I. (Some of you may recognize
him from some of the photos I've included in previous letters.) We're
delighted and thankful for the incredible way that God has joined our
paths and futures. Thank you for praying for us—individually and as a
couple. Alwin and I are looking forward to discovering how God will
continue to mold us into a family unit that seeks his glory and kingdom
purposes.
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Praise and Prayer

1. Praise for the timely completion of the Heart for Asia mailing list cleaning!
2. Praise for an encouraging Sunday school teaching time at both CCAC

and MCBC. I was able to meet and reintroduce a longtime prayer partner
of OMF back to a local OMF prayer group; she was delighted to be able
to pray with others for unreached peoples again.

3. Praise for all the wedding planning progress thus far!  
4. Pray for God to lead as I revisit my approach to partnership development.

We had a pre-training day in November that provoked much thought and
reflection. 

5. Pray for the wedding planning process, particularly in time management.
Pray for joy throughout this leg of the journey!

6. Pray for a supporter's family; her uncle was diagnosed with late-stage
cancer recently. Pray for family harmony and daily strength.

7. Pray also for my grandfather (mum's side), who has been diagnosed with
cancer. He has declined strong treatment as his age precludes him from
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remission. We will be visiting him in Hong Kong in February; pray for a
rich time of reconnecting with relatives, and that we might be a blessing to
those who are wrestling with my grandfather's decision. 

Thank you for all your prayers and your monetary gifts and notes of
encouragement. Even though it doesn't always appear obvious, every gift you
offer helps us bring the gospel to those who have never heard of Jesus. Thank
you for your gifts in faith and gratitude. 

Your fellow servant,
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I am currently working as the Communications Coordinator in the OMF Canada national office. My specific
ministry is to tell the stories of what God is doing through OMF in East Asia through creative and culturally

relevant mediums so the Canadian church can be informed, equipped, and inspired to go and make
disciples wherever they go—"in Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and to the ends of the Earth."

Feel free to forward this letter to friends whom you think would be interested!  
They can always sign up to receive updates here. 
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