= T 9= 2022-01-24 MCBC 6m
SN XF BEEHERY

Jlin

The pastors, deacons, mission board, brothers and
sisters :

Peace in the Lord!

We are Eliza and Pius Hau. We have served at
Panama Chinese Baptist Church for nine years.

Wishing you the peace, joy, wisdom and strength in
the Lord in this recent Christmas and New Year, so
that you grow even more with the Lord's grace and
blessings, and are used by Him ever more, and that
you stand firm in times of uncertainty, while
continuing your mission to be salt and light.



Panama's pandemic improved greatly from mid
September to mid December last year, so we
returned to church for gatherings in physical
presence.

Praise the Lord, brothers and sisters participated in
the gatherings eagerly.

Both the Chinese and Spanish congregations also
maintained their gatherings online, so that the total
number of participants in physical presence and
online exceeded our attendance before the
pandemic. Praise the Lord!

Praise the Lord, brothers and sisters have
maintained the total offering amount throughout the
pandemic.

They have also made offerings to help those
brothers and sisters in need during these two years
when the pandemic crushed the finance of some
families.



Praise the Lord for His providence, and for the love
of brothers and sisters in Canada. Two Canadian
churches made special offerings to help Panama
Chinese Baptist Church purchase audio-visual
equipment.

Markham Chinese Baptist Church is one of them.

Some brothers and sisters in Canada also helped
our theology students financially, so that they
experience God's marvelous supply at a difficult
time. Praise Him!

We endeavor to take advantage of the gospel
opportunities at the funeral home, no matter the
circumstances.

Praise the Lord, the funeral home now seats about
70, up from 30. It was full house when | went with a
brother yesterday. He speaks Mandarin.

Another sister who speaks Hakka also has the
burden to serve in this ministry, praise the Lord!



We hope to recruit more Hakka-speaking brothers
and sisters, because the vast majority of the
Chinese in Panama speak Hakka, including their
children.

Today is January 24th, 2022.

Panama crushed its own pandemic record of new
cases recently, averaging almost ten thousand daily
in the last seven days.

The population of Ontario is about three and a half
times that of Panama, so the ten thousand average
daily new cases in Panama is roughly equivalent in
proportion to thirty-five thousand daily in Ontario.



Five brothers and sisters at Panama Chinese
Baptist Church contracted the Coronavirus recently,
while two others are not feeling well and are waiting
for their test result. Some family members of
brothers and sisters are also infected.

We have stopped gatherings in physical presence
once more.

Praise the Lord, we have a new believer. She is very
keen on participating in our gatherings. This is rare
among the first-generation Chinese in Panama.

Praise the Lord, a sister has been leading a small
Bible study group for two months on Wechat audio
every night.

Praise the Lord, four brothers and sisters will study
theology this year.



Praise the Lord, five brothers and sisters were
baptized last year.

Since last year, the Spanish-speaking pastor has
been responsible for the baptism of that
congregation, including the baptism class. This
reflects the continuous development of the church,
while also takes something off my shoulder.

Praise the Lord, two sisters who came from other
churches have decided to join us as members.

The vast majority of our Chinese congregation run
very small businesses with limited capital. They
have been particularly hit hard by the pandemic in
these two years.

Praise the Lord for His marvelous providence! Most
brothers and sisters are still hanging in there with
their business. However, some have lost their
business entirely.



This situation exerts pressure on us as pastors. If
we cater to their lack of faith which is common
among believers in Central-South America, and stay
clear of teachings about money when they face
financial difficulty, then even after the pandemic has
passed, it would still be difficult to remind them
again that the Lord is their Shepherd, they lack
nothing.

On the other hand, if we still teach about offering,
and even helping others in financial need, we would
appear unloving and insensitive to their plight.

We prayed and considered the situation carefully,
then set our path on the fact that God allows them
to face trials in order for them to be tested by fire.

That's why our teaching throughout these two years
has aimed at the challenges brought on by the
pandemic.



For example, we have to live out our peace and joy
in the Lord even while our safety is threatened,
because we are not afraid even in the valley of the
shadow of death.

Besides, the Lord Jesus has already secured our
eternal life.

Yet we won't put God to the test because we fear
Him. So then we will maintain all sanitary measures
during the pandemic in order to be used by God.

Now that we can deal with a life-threatening
pandemic, we can obey God on financial matters.
We have to seek the approval of God with our
offering, because not all offerings please God.

Even after making our offering, we still have to help
those brothers and sisters in need, and also donate
for disaster relief. God's will is upon us when He
allows us to have more than we need while others
lack.



We are so thankful for the work of the Holy Spirit!
Brothers and sisters have no complaints about our
teaching, and they have participated eagerly with
their offerings to the church, to brothers and sisters
in need, as well as to disaster relief.

Please pray for Panama Chinese Baptist Church.

That God protects and cares for them, and heals
those infected.

That God continues to lead brothers and sisters in
their spiritual journey, so that they live out His will in
the face of adversity.

That God continues to light their fire about pursuing
their growth in Christ, and loving the Lord ever
more.

That God gives impetus to various areas of ministry.



The seniors outreach has been suspended for two
years, because it entails physical contact when we
take their blood sugar and pressure.

Children ministry also requires close contact, to play
games, do craftwork, and have fun. It is difficult to
get the same impact online. We don't have children
ministry online, so it is suspended together with
physical gatherings.

Please pray for seniors outreach and children
ministry.

Please also pray for the two of us, that God grants
wisdom and strength for our service on the field.

Thank you everyone! Praise the Lord for your prayer
and financial support. May God continue to protect
and bless you and your family. Amen!
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