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Wishing you a Merry Christmas & a Blessed New Year!
This past September, we had the opportunity to
return to Toronto for Lewis’ ordination. During this
visit, we took a chance to preach and share at several
churches. After returning to Germany in October, we
plunged into a series of New Student Orientation and
outreach events, leaving little time to write.

Below is Lewis’ sharing from the ordination service:
Thank you all for joining me on this special day. | am
deeply grateful to the pastors, friends, & family who
are here today. Your presence is a blessing. | thank
God for weaving our lives together at different stages
and guiding me to this milestone of ordination.

This day is not just a culmination, but a continuation
of God's calling and grace in my life. A verse that has
inspired me throughout my journey is Matt 9:35-38:
“The  harvest s
plentiful, but the
workers are few.”
Jesus’ compassion
for the crowds, like
sheep without a
shepherd, moved
me as a high school
student and stirred
my desire to serve
actively in my church.

A turning point came when a peer shared her decision
to commit to full-time ministry, challenged by her
pastor’s question: “Are you waiting until retirement
to answer God’s call? Now is the time.” That question
resonated deeply, and | asked myself, “What’s holding
me back?” This reflection led me to leave my job,
pursue seminary training, and prepare to shepherd
God’s flock.

God’s call extended

beyond serving in the

local church. In 2014,

BTBC, WBC and CBM

commissioned my family

to Germany to serve the

diaspora Chinese and

students, answering His

command to “Go into the mission field & reap His
harvest.”

Today’s ordination also marks ten years of mission
ministry in Germany — a journey of highs and lows, joys
and challenges. Through it all, | have witnessed my
weaknesses but even more so, God’s incredible power,
grace, and protection. | am deeply grateful for the
support of pastors, coworkers, and churches who have
partnered with us, and especially for the brothers and
sisters in Germany with whom | have had the privilege
to serve. Together, we have labored for the Lord,
persevering in faithfulness.

As | reflect on this moment, | am reminded of Paul’s
powerful declaration: “I was not disobedient to the
vision from heaven.” Despite many trials, Paul
remained faithful to his calling for over 30 years.
Likewise, | resolve to hold fast to the vision entrusted
to me by the Lord Jesus Christ — spreading the gospel,
equipping others to share the good news, and raising
workers for God’s kingdom. May all glory and praise be
to our faithful Lord!

This October, a student arrived in Gottingen to begin
her master’s studies. She eagerly sought the truth from
her first involvement in our welcome activities. What
appeared to others as an initial ice-breaking phase was,
in fact, God’s appointed moment to meet her in the
wilderness of her life. He heard her cries, rescued her
from despair, and restored hope and joy to her heart.




In just 2 months, she attended church, decided to
follow Christ, and was baptized. The transformative
power of the gospel transcends time, as God
continues to work mightily, turning lives around and
drawing people into His light.

* * * * * * *

| actually started reading the Bible quite early when |
was in China, around high school, though it was
sporadic. It gave me strength and support in many
dark moments. | believe that faith is an incredibly
important part of a person's life, and choosing a faith
is even more crucial, as it will affect our entire lives.
Thus, | have been very cautious.

After coming to the church, | gained a deeper
understanding of what TRUE Christianity is, and
through my interactions with the brothers and sisters,
many of my doubts about faith were resolved. |
discovered that what | had previously encountered
was a cult. At that time, | asked many questions about
the Bible but felt no peace or conviction from God.
Thus, | had no intention of accepting Christ. Looking
back, | see this as the Holy Spirit’s protection, waiting
until | met true Christians.

The first time | felt moved was during a welcome
event when we sang “A New You.” As | sang, tears
flowed uncontrollably, and every lyric seemed to
speak directly to my heart. Later, a pastor explained
that it was the Lord knocking on my heart. He had
never left me but was waiting for me to confess Him
as Lord. Deep down, | had already believed in Him and
wanted to follow Him.

| carried deep wounds from my past — family struggles,
strained relationships, heartbreaks, & disappointments.
| kept asking, Why? Why do we experience suffering?
Why can’t people relate with sincerity? Why is there
no love or warmth in my family? These unanswered
questions filled me with doubt, regret, and despair.

The weight of these emotions took a toll. | frequently
woke from nightmares, felt unsafe and fearful, and
saw my world grow darker until my vitality was

drained. Only later did | realize | had been battling
depression and severe anxiety. | shut myself off,
distrusted others, and even resented being human. |
once wished that in the next life, | could simply be part
of nature — a leaf, a breeze, or a speck of dust — living
and fading without attachments.

| was broken and powerless, unable to love myself or
others. Yet, Jesus reached out to me, transforming me.
| regret that it took me so long to respond to His
knocking, but | finally understand His call.

After deciding to follow Christ, | began to feel warmth
filling my heart. Slowly, | opened up, allowing love and
joy to flow in. | became curious about people and the
world, eager to connect and explore. | found myself
naturally expressing love and sincerity, longing for
deeper conversations and seeing beauty in life.

While past challenges still affect me and | sometimes
experience anxiety, the warmth and life | feel now
overshadow the darkness. | feel like a vibrant and
renewed person, transformed from within.

Lord, Your steadfast and gentle strength will forever
remain in my heart. Thank You for shining Your light
into my life, for never abandoning me, and for drawing
me to You. | know my weaknesses and ask You to take
away my fears and sins. Cleanse me, Lord, and help me
fix my eyes on You, fully depending on Your strength!

Aug 8-11: Germany-wide Chinese Co-workers Training Camp,
Felain conducted a seminar.

November: Alpha Course



Lewis & Felain

12/2024

Ordination Service (9/22): Bridle Trail Baptist
Church celebrated its 45th Anniversary
Thanksgiving & Ordination Service for Pastor
Lewis Lam and Pastor Joshua Huang, with 500
attendees. We are grateful for the church
deacon board’s preparation efforts. We remain
committed to serving with God’s grace.

Team Building Day (11/9): Focused on spiritual
growth, emphasizing the balance between being
and doing. Strength comes from stillness with
God, fostering unity and a spirit of service.

New Students Orientation: 4 welcome events
for new students were held in Oct. Despite post-
pandemic social anxiety, 20+ seekers regularly
attend. After events and fellowship meals, they
choose to stay & continue conversations.

Alpha Course (Nov): So far, 3 seekers professed
faith in Christ. Pray for their spiritual growth,
that they may be firmly rooted in their faith.

Sunday School — My Family of Origin: Over the
years, shared testimonies have revealed that
many believers require life restoration through
God'’s truth & power after coming to faith. This
course involves shepherding & counseling. Pray
for life transformation through the Spirit.

CBM 150th Anniversary Global Conference:
Held in Frankfurt (11/25-30), this gathering
brought together mission partners & workers
from various nations and cultures, broadening
perspectives on God’s kingdom. On 12/1, CBM’s
team visited Gottingen to witness God’s work in
the Chinese community.

e Baptism (12/1): 3 new believers were baptized.
Pray for their spiritual growth and testimony in
their families and campuses.

e Short-term Mission Team & Christmas Event
(12/5-17): Mississauga Chinese Baptist Church
STM team contributed through TCM clinics, caring,
and leading gospel events, blessing the Chinese
community in Gottingen and Clausthal.

e Prayer for Our Family: Pray for health, strength, &
spiritual renewal as we continue serving the Lord.

Top: Markham
Chinese Community
Church STM Team
(6/5-18)

Bottom: Mississauga
Chinese Baptist
Church STM team
(12/4-17)

email: lewisfelaincaleb@gmail.com

* Send a cheque to Canadian Baptist Ministries,
7185 Millcreek Dr., Mississauga, ON L5N 5R4 Canada
Please put your address & specific on the memo
line to Lewis & Felain Lam

* Online donation: http://cbmin.org/staff
- Europe - Lewis & Felain Lam
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“Your mission in
Germany is reaching its
10th year. What’s next?”
We didn’t think that this
would be THE question
asked by everyone we
met during our home
assignment in Canada
from September to
November. Many friends said they still remembered
when we were sent out, our son, Caleb was only up
to our chests tall. Now, he is 1.8 meters tall and
when we talk, we must "look up" to him as an adult
now. Indeed, time flies and there have been many
challenges over the years but we have experienced
more grace from God than challenges! God allowed
us to concentrate on serving the Chinese students
and those who left their homeland and spread out in
Germany. This is not only a response to God’s calling
for us, but we are also grateful for your support and
prayers in all aspects. Whenever you asked about
our needs and situations mentioned in the past
sharing letters, your care became our motivation
and comfort. You’ve reminded us that “We are one
army in God, with some in the front line and others
supporting behind the scenes.” We are thankful that
God is our General, who guides us to experience the
power of His Gospel. It is true when compared to 10
years ago, our physical strength is irreversible. We
are no longer as "brave, spirited, and energetic" as
we used to be. However, if God permits and blesses
our health, we are willing to offer ourselves and let
the Lord continue to use us where He pleases.

We were able to share our experience and missionary
vision with many different churches during our
home assignment. We also had time to discuss how
to collaborate resources in planning for next year’s
programs, and to spend time with brothers and
sisters from previous short-term mission teams.

Reunion with the Short-Term Mission Team from Toronto
Chinese Baptist Church during our home assignment.

“Home Sweet Home”: we very much enjoyed the
quality time with our family in Canada, and especially
treasured the opportunity to celebrate our beloved
son’s birthday with him. We had deep conversations
and prayers that took us past midnight. (Frankly, only
missionaries can truly appreciate the grace of being
able to celebrate birthdays with their children!)
Furthermore, we seized the opportunity to focus on
self-care. We went for body checks and follow-up
treatments. We visited our doctor in Chinese
medicine three times each week with acupuncture
twice each time. In general, our home assignment
time altered between work and personal life, quiet
and active time, in and out, and a variety of sorts. Our
only regret was not being able to see all our dear
friends, partners, and pastoral friends within the
short ten weeks in Toronto. Pardon us! Pardon us!
Pardon us! (Important things are to be said 3 times.)

We are thankful that
God prepared Pastor
Jonathan Lee and
Mrs. Lee to shepherd
the Gottingen church
during our absence.
The congregants have
benefited a lot in
these two months,
allowing us to focus on our work in Toronto.




We returned to Germany
at the end of November &
immediately adjusted
back to life at the “front
line”. After 3-year of
COVID, visits by short-
term mission  teams
resumed. Thanks to the
team of Markham Chinese
Baptist Church for their
10-day service. Their love,
testimony, and dedication

shown through relational
ministry and the Christmas
Celebration have sown seeds
into the hearts of seekers.
Just as | have promised you,
“We will use you to the
fullest!” May God reward
your hard work and loyalty!

Gift Bags for Newcomers

October New Students Orientation Program: Outreach flyers
for handing out in the marketplace & at the campuses.

The core need of Chinese Christians in Germany
extends beyond evangelism. They need regular
pastoral care and mentoring. A postdoc scholar
moved his family to Géttingen to fulfill two years of
research studies. They were fully occupied in the
beginning to make arrangements for settling in.
After the first three months, they began to lose the
busy momentum and noticed hidden personal,
marital, and spiritual issues arising to the surface.
When God knocks at your heart, if you are willing
and have the courage to invite Him in; it will surely
be the beginning of your life’s miracles. Below is the
testimony of the wife in first-person narrative.

The Awakening in Marriage and Parenthood: The
happily-ever-after kind of life began to slip after we
had children. The old me became in control and |
projected my life’s goals onto my children. | want my
children to be successful. | worked hard to earn

money hoping to win the future for them. | brought
them to early tutoring, English classes, and reading up
to 1,000 books with them. | learned from parenting
books. | was a hard-working parent, yet there was still
a never-ending list of issues with my children. | felt
very defeated. That was when | looked to my husband
to resolve all the problems, but he didn’t. This
brought disappointment. | began to complain and
blame; and forgot the love and admiration that | once
had for him. In the end, we decided on a divorce.

Yet, our awesome God is so abundant in love. When
our lives were a mess, with nowhere to turn, God
prepared His servants to help us. After several months
of counseling and mentoring, | came to full realization
of my sins: selfishness, pride, greed —the sins that have
hurt my family. Gradually, | understood that my
husband’s indifference was due to his family of origin.

| have accepted that he may not know how to express
in words, but he was willing to show love through
deeds. Most importantly, | came to realize that | had
replaced God with my husband - relying on him to
resolve all problems. God is the only powerful one.
Only God will truly understand my heart. | have truly
experienced God’s love and grace. | solemnly placed
God back in the first place, learning to lay down
myself, my marriage, and my children in His hands. In
the end, | found the best parenting strategy — We
learn to care for our children just as God cares for us.
God is the biggest blessing for our children. | want to
bring them to Him and guide them to follow Christ.

The Realization of My Hysterical Behaviours: In the
past, | did everything myself, thinking that | could
always be in control. Once | lost control, | would
become hysterical. | sought out different resources to
manage my emotions, but it didn’t work. With God’s
help, | came to realize the root cause of my hysterical
behaviors when my marriage began to go downhill.
For example: When my husband didn’t speak with me
for a whole day, | would accuse him angrily of not
caring about me; it was because my desire in
attention was not fulfilled. | was expecting everyone
to see me as their center, and to only be concerned
about my feelings, treating me in the way | like to be
treated. When | noticed the unreasonableness in my
husband’s parenting (from my perspective), | would
scold him and call him stupid. The truth was — | had
pride. Similarly, when | saw my daughter throwing
toys and drawing on the walls, | became hysterically
angry. | had to tidy the room up and clean the walls
for them, | did not think they were worth my time. |
felt very tired and was very disgruntled. Yes, the
emotional outbursts were a result of my selfishness.
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| admitted to my sins, and replaced the self-reliance
and pride with a surrender to God, and that was how
| overcame the sins. In Sunday School, | learned that
when | felt the coming of an emotional outburst or
wanted to start a hysterical tantrum, the Holy Spirit
would remind me. | learned to pray silently: Does
anger align with God’s will? What’s the root cause
of my anger this time? Is it because | have not
fulfilled my desire? Is it because of pride and selfish
interest? Praise the Lord, with each practice, | have
seen a decrease in hysterics and emotional outbursts.
| have been showing more gentleness towards my
husband and more patience towards my children.
Whenever | lose control again, the reminder from the
Spirit is always clear and direct. | would repent to God
and apologize to my children and my husband.

A Renewed Purpose in Life: Now, my pursuit in life
is no longer success in wealth, fame, and status;
instead, | seek to share God’s love and speak of His
glory. In the past two years, | have been greatly
moved by the Spirit and become very eager to know
Him more. | hope to experience His love and pass it
on, to my family, my friends, and the people in need.

It is not always easy to share love, to love those who
do not seem deserving, to forgive those who
wronged me (or those who revenged me for my
wrongdoings); yet in God, everything is possible! |
grew up in a family with emotional and verbal abuse.
Thankfully, under the guidance of the Spirit, | began
to understand the many unreasonable behaviors of
my father and to take account of my own mistakes
and responsibilities. | tried to embrace him and
apologized for the quarrels and my offensive words
in our past. When he heard my apology and my
testimony, he was moved to tears. Unlike before,
the conversation was not exasperating, but peaceful
and calm. Through God, I reconciled with my family
— my husband, my daughter, and my parents. In
Christ, | received love and the power to love others.

| see how my life has changed. | am willing to offer
myself for God’s kingdom. | registered for the
Christian Leadership Course, to equip myself as a
servant for Christ, and to be a blessing to others!

e Friends seeking to know Christ: From the New

Students Orientation Activities in October until the
Christmas Gospel Celebration in December, we
have organized a list of new and old friends who
have shown interest in the Gospel. There were
about 30 of them. On one hand, we are thankful
that God brought people to us; on the other hand,
we see the challenge of organizing caring and
evangelical work under a shortage of resources.
Our church will continue to stay alert and pray for
each seeker one by one. Rooted in the concept of
“spiritual claim”, may all believers rise to respond
to the work assigned by the Holy Spirit.

e New Believers: We have welcomed two new

sisters who committed to Christ in December. One
of them is a professional who has been seeking
Christ for two years, and the other is a newly
arrived PhD student. May the Holy Spirit guide
them directly in their spiritual growth, rooted in
God’s words, and live a spiritual life filled with
influential testimonies for Christ.

70 people in attendance at the Christmas Gospel
Celebration in December.




New Ministry Team: The core ministry team in
the new year consists of 8 members. May the
Lord bless the new team with a united heart, to
understand God’s will, to coordinate their gifts,
and to love God and one another.

2/11 Lunar New Year Dumping Festival May God
bless the outreach event, to attract more friends
to know about Christ and learn about God’s love.

3/28 - 4/1 German-wide Chinese Christian
Discipleship Camp: Theme: The Freedom in Christ.
Speaker: Dr. (PhD) Wu Xianzhang and Pastor Cao
Weitong. We also have serving positions in the
camp. May we receive wisdom and strength from
the Lord, and may the Retreat be used by the Lord
to rekindle their love for Christ!

e Please remember our family: Please continue to
pray for our family’s physical, emotional, and
spiritual health. May our family: Caleb who's
studying in Canada, and us in the missionary field
continue to walk in the will of God, bringing glory
to God and blessings to others.

Email: lewisfelaincaleb@gmail.com

* Send a cheque to Canadian Baptist Ministries,
7185 Millcreek Dr., Mississauga, ON L5N 5R4 Canada
Please put your address & specific on the memo
line to Lewis & Felain Lam

* Online donation: http://cbmin.org
(donate now = our field staff - Lewis & F elain Lam)

During home assignment, we had dinner with
MCBC missionary care team.
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How many decades will

one pass through in a

lifetime? June 2023

marks our 10th year of

missionary service in

Germany. Time

seemed to pass by

quickly. Each year, the

new and old faces we

came to know, whom

we have accompanied

through the ups &

downs of life, gave us

opportunities to experience God day by day. These
experiences allowed us to encounter God’s grace &
mercy up close, counting his blessings one by one!

The high mobility of Chinese Christians in Germany
and the “ever-changing rhythm” of the ministry are
not new challenges for us. Although we have
successfully survived the 3-year pandemic, the
second half of the year poses a new threat. From July
until mid-October, we must endure the "vacant
period". During these few months, Chinese churches
in Germany will struggle with “low attendance”. First,
the missionaries will return to their homelands for
home assignment. Second, families will travel abroad
during the summer break (mid-July to the end of
August). Lastly, students will return to China for
family visits and travel after the semester ends (early
August to October). They will be absent for at least a
month or two. In the second half of the year, there
will be a severe shortage of serving resources due to
students leaving after graduation or moving to other
cities for internships. On the one hand, we pray the
Lord to keep the church while ensuring that brothers
and sisters are unaffected by the sudden drop in
church attendance. On the other hand, may the Lord
protect the church members who travel abroad and
grant them the ability to share their testimony and
the power of the Gospel, so that they become a
blessing to their families.

| have been an introvert since childhood, and often
prefer to play alone. In kindergarten, | enjoyed
observing insects and small animals such as ants,
earthworms, and crickets. | was observing them from
outside their “world” where thousands of ants form a
“world.” | pondered, if people are like these ants, if
there is someone outside of our “world” observing us as
| observed this ant colony. This notion from childhood
led me to search for life's answers years later.

Since primary school, | have been living under a great
deal of pressure. My parents were extremely rigorous
regarding my academics and grades. Achieving high
marks became mandatory. This became a law that
could not be violated. Otherwise, | would be punished
and cast into eternal darkness. | recalled that when |
was nine, | either ran to the bathroom to cry or wept
at my desk. When | was upset, | would cry out in my
heart: “Please grant me wisdom and allow me to
complete answering these questions! | don't want my
parents to blame me. Please give me wisdom!” In fact,
| had no idea to whom | was talking to.

In my last year of university, while my classmates were
busy planning for their future careers, | locked myself
in a single apartment for weeks and months. | was
limited to ordering food delivery. After the meal, |
would remain in bed. When my condition was more
severe, | was unable to even hold the phone or breathe.
Then | decided it was time to put an end to everything.

June: Baptism worship gathering in Géttingen, 60+




One day in May, | realized | could no longer endure it.
Nothing had any significance to me. Therefore, | went
to the kitchen and grabbed a sharp knife with the
intention of stabbing myself in the chest. Suddenly,
my phone rang. The call display showed my mother's
cell phone number. | hesitated for quite some time
before picking it up. | told myself that this was likely
the last time | would talk to my mom. Surprisingly, the
voice was not that of my mother. It was a pure and
gentle voice. My 5-year-old sister asked me, “Have
you eaten? What are you doing?” | forgot how |
responded, but | recalled crying for a very long time
after the call ended. | was stunned to learn that there
are still individuals who care about me and love me.
If | died, my sister’s childhood would no longer be
joyful. She would be caught in a tragedy. If | decided
to take my own life, wouldn’t that also hurt her? | told
myself to give myself a second chance for the sake of
the people who love me and the people | love. Then |
started to seek assistance. Despite discovering a
purpose to continue living, my vulnerability kept
tearing me down. Is there an eternal power that can
give me strength and help me in moving forward?

Later, | received a great deal of help from friends,
colleagues, psychologists, and Christians. A Christian
friend invited me to dinner with the statement, “God
invited you.” | wondered, what it had to do with God
when she invited me? But the seed of the Gospel has
been planted in my heart. When | came to Germany,
| encountered the pandemic and the lockdown, |
reverted to a life of isolation. The familiar black
shadow surrounded me again, and | was about to lose
the strength | had regained previously. | was terrified
as self-destructive thoughts resurfaced. When the
lockdown was eventually lifted, | worked up the
courage to exit the building. On the way, | took up a
flyer for an invitation to a fellowship’s “New Students
Orientation”. After the event, | longed to get closer to
this group and learn more about their God, despite
my initial reluctance to attend. Then | joined the
Gospel Bible Study group and began reading the New
Testament. When | read the words of Jesus, | had the
impression that he was speaking directly to me. For
example, He told the devil: “Get out, Satan!” | found
a way to fight against the darkness within my heart:
“Get out, Satan!” Reading the Bible in this manner
gave me a lot of strength. Subsequently, | joined the
church's Bible study group and began attending
Sunday services.

One evening, after finishing my Bible reading, | went
to bed. Many images popped up in my mind: when |

was young, | silently observed ants; when | was a child,
| silently wept; when | was in college, | was self-
absorbed and insular; when | was working, | wandered
alone while pursuing new goals, etc. | discovered that |
had never been alone! | realized that there has always
been another power, and that whenever | felt despair,
the power eventually pulled me out of the abyss.
Suddenly, a voice within my heart proclaimed: “Believe
it, that is God!” | suddenly understood He has always
been present! He heard my countless cries, He felt my
pain, and He knows everything about me! | suddenly
realized | had found the answer | was seeking! Because
God exists! He allows me to see my weakness and
darkness, but he also guides, empowers, and forgives.
My sister’'s phone calls, my friends’ advice, my
psychiatrist’s treatment, my arrival in Gottingen, my
attendance at church, & my interactions with
Christians, etc. are examples of how He provided me
with strength and forgiveness. This is His
immeasurable love for me! How could | comprehend
this if it's not God? | cried for a long, long time that
night. The next day, | prayed to commit myself to Christ.

| am aware that following the Lord’s path will involve
both joy and hardship, but | am also aware that in the
future He will strengthen and embolden me to resist
all types of temptations from the devil, allowing me to
rely on Him more firmly. | am willing to devote my life
to following my Lord Jesus Christ! He is my savior, my
everlasting strength, & my future dwelling place! Amen.

e 4/15 New Heart Music Evangelism: In April, we
gathered 38 believers and seekers to attend the
evangelism event presented by New Heart Music
in Hannover. Many souls were encouraged and
touched. May the Lord continue to work in the
hearts of seekers.

Member of New Heart Music in the US,
Pastor Song & Mrs. Song in Hannover,
Pastor Chen Hankun & Mrs. Chan in Hong Kong
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5/13 Kassel’s Appreciation Party: This is an
unforgettable day. Although there were many
weeping and tearful farewells. We believed it was
the most sincere and candid testimonial sharing
LIVE show from Kassel in the past 9 years. As a
result of the Lord’s grace, healing, and
redemptive power, the dark history and struggles
of the believers were made known. With courage,
they shared in the light, telling others about what
the Lord had done for them. They became
eloquent witnesses of the Gospel. May the Lord
continue to bless their spiritual growth and their
lifelong commitment to Christ!

5/20 Officiating a Wedding: Although it was not
the first time to officiate a wedding, this one felt
particularly special. They originate in Goéttingen.
We have witnessed this couple’s voyages of
acquaintanceship, dating, and accompanied
them on their spiritual journeys. It was as if we
were attending the wedding of our cherished
daughter and son!

5/26-28 Retreat: The first retreat following the
pandemic was attended by 100 people and
concluded successfully by God’s grace. The
believers relished the fellowship so much that
they felt the time spent together was insufficient.
Just as they established a connection, it was time
for farewell. We have started our search for next

Retreat — Adult Program

year’s venue. The neighboring youth hostels are
either fully booked or closed for renovations. May
the Lord prepare us with a suitable location.

6/11 Baptism: Three new believers have publicly
confirmed their willingness to commit to Christ.
Their testimonies moved the congregation and
seekers. May the Lord strengthen them.

Discipleship Training: Lewis instructed 4 believers
in inductive Bible study for 4 hours. This will
prepare them to lead Bible studies during the
second half of the year. Praise the Lord, Pastor
Rebecca Lai provided 4-hour of Virtual Children’s
Sunday school teacher training and equipped 5
teachers for their ministry. The teachers were
deeply moved by her passion for evangelism to
children. She conveyed not only skills but also the
influence of one life on another!

Graduates: Please pray for a new group of
graduates who are preparing to depart Gottingen
or return to their homeland. May the Lord teach
them to be the salt and the light in the workplace,
not to stumble in their new environment, to know
how to look up to the faithful Lord, and to continue
leading them into a new church life.

8/3-6 Germany-wide Coworker Training Camp:
Theme: The Vision of Missions; Speaker: Pastor
Joseph Wong. May the Lord bless the message to
illuminate and influence the lives of leaders. Both
Lewis and Felain will be serving in the camp. Please
uphold us in your prayers.

9/8-11/20 Home Assignment: It has been more
than 4 years since our last assignment in Canada,
and we will be returning there in the Fall. May God
use His servants to share God’s grace and the work
of the German Chinese Gospel Ministry, as well as
various testimonies, at different gatherings, and
glorify His name!




9/1-11/7 Substitute Pastors: Pastor Jonathan Lee
and Mrs. Lee will go to Germany from Hong Kong
to support the Gottingen Fellowship while we are
in Canada. Pray that the Lord will make great use
of Pastor Lee and his wife and that God will bless
them with physical, emotional, and spiritual
health, protect their safety and grant them Spirit-
guarded wisdom.

9/29 “Mid-Autumn Festival Celebration”: The
majority of international students in Germany live
alone, in contrast to those studying in North
America, who are frequently cared for by family
and friends. Pray that the Lord will bless the
outreach activity so that Chinese students
studying in Germany will experience divine love
and fellowship bonding of the church.

New Students Orientation Activities in October:
May the Lord protect the outreach activities held
by Christian fellowships in various German cities,
grant believers the desire and courage to spread
the Gospel, and make the church a blessing for
Chinese students.
o 10/08: Orientation 1:
Networking and Learning from Senior Years’
Students
o 10/13: Orientation 2:
Getting to Know Goéttingen
o 10/15: Orientation 3:
Applicable Legal Knowledge for Daily Living
Workshop
o 10/29: Orientation 4:
Sharing of Testimonies.

Please remember our family: Caleb will start his
third year in University; may the Lord continue to
teach him and remind him to follow the Lord’s
guidance in his words, his serving, and his
relationship with God. May the Lord grant us
sufficient physical, emotional, and spiritual
strength for the journey to return to Canada.

email: lewisfelaincaleb@gmail.com

* Send a cheque to Canadian Baptist Ministries,

7185 Millcreek Dr., Mississauga, ON L5N 5R4 Canada
Please put your address & specific on the memo line

to Lewis & Felain Lam

* Online donation: http://cbmin.org
(donate now = our field staff - Lewis & Felain Lam)

Outreach activities of the Career & Students Group

Children/Youth Outreach - MPI Solar System Visit
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Since 2014, we
have been
providing pastoral
leadership to two
cities - Gottingen
and Kassel. Most
people  thought
that Gottingen is the bigger city because we settled
there. In fact, Kassel is the only big city in northern
Hessen, Germany, and is the third largest city in
Hessen after Frankfurt and Wiesbaden. It has a
population of 200,000 & an area of about 106.77
square kilometers. Kassel has a university and is
also home to the Federal Labor Court, the Federal
Social Court, and the Administrative Court of Hesse.

Long-term Plowing: In 2002, with the active
support of Pastor Muller in Kassel, a Chinese Bible
study group started in the religious building of the
university. For 10 years until 2011, apart from the
irregular visits of early missionaries from Gottingen
(e.g. Pastor Karen Tang & Rev. John Chan), the
believers in Kassel did not have any pastoral
leadership. Thankfully, the self-motivated believers
managed to maintain a regular weekly Bible study
group of about 6-10 people. From 2007 to 2014, the
Bible study group gathered monthly for Sunday
worship, mainly relying on online sermon videos.

Our spiritual friendship with Kassel began as early
as 2012 and 2013 when we joined the short-term
mission trips: leading gatherings, training, meeting
with students, etc. In the past, there were no
missionaries to lead the Bible study group. The
foundation of faith was shallow, and many life
problems had yet to be addressed. However, one
couple from Malaysia has been faithfully guarding
the Bible study group and prayed for many years for
missionaries to be sent to Kassel. We were deeply
touched; therefore, we started the Gospel work for

the Chinese in Germany in 2014. By God’s grace, we
accepted the invitation to serve the Chinese
communities in Gottingen & Kassel simultaneously.

2014-15 The Period of Struggle: After graduation,
more than 90% of students left because they could
not find a job, and the gathering attendance
fluctuated a lot! Through the 3 waves of graduation,
the Bible study group experienced several episodes
of low/no attendance. In the most difficult days,
there are still a small group of believers who persist
in "keeping" the Bible study group. They served
faithfully, prayed, and waited for a long time, and
they were able to overcome each crisis and
transition with God’s grace. At the start of the
following semester, God brought other newcomers
every time! God told

us clearly: Pastoring

the two cities will

not be easy, but He

did not abandon

Kassel, so we cannot

abandon her.

Ministry Development: In 2015, Kassel began monthly
onsite worship, sermons, and adult Sunday school,
weekly Bible study for the professional youth group,
and monthly Bible study for the family group.

2016-18 The Period of Growth: Changes in life
brought forth a spiritual renewal! Evangelizing to the
Chinese in Germany is unique in its strategy:
preaching the Gospel to students, cultivating
spiritual lives, and returning them to China as
ambassadors of Christ. We are grateful that the Kassel
Fellowship acted as the "cradle of the Gospel". In
these 3 years, Kassel achieved the highest number of
converts, the fastest growth in believers’ spiritual
maturity, and the broadest involvement of
Christians leading their family members to Christ.
These were the most lively and explosive successful
years of the Fellowship. Several graduates




deliberately asked God to give them job
opportunities in Kassel because they were
reluctant to part with the Fellowship. They wanted
to stay and serve the Fellowship. In other words,
because of their love for the church, God fulfilled
their prayers; these years, they have been our core

members and co-workers in the church!

2014 2016 2019 2020-22
1 per 2 per 2 per
month month month weekly
)\Ntt”‘“‘:'p 15 35-40 50+ ~20
endance (adults)
Online Onsite Onsite
video worship, worship, Hybrid
sermons sermons, & | sermons, & due to
Adult Sun Adult Sun Covid-19
School School
Young Career 10 15 17+ 17
Family (Kids) 8(5) 18 (13) 20+ (11) 16 (15)
Converts 33 in Kassel + 25 family members in China
led to conversion by Fellowship members
Turnover ~ 40 adults & 5 children
Moved to other cities or returned to China

Ministry Development: Since 2016, worship has
been increased to twice a month; and as of 2017,
children's Sunday School has been offered. Kassel had
large scale outreach events with 70-100 people in
attendance. We provided a variety of training and
courses to help believers grow holistically. Through
joint baptisms, joint living camps, & joint orientation,
the bonding, collaboration, and unity of believers in
Kassel & Gottingen have been strengthened, and the
lives of believers have been enriched.

2019-2022 The Bottleneck Period: 2018-19 was
the most intense period for Gospel work in both
Kassel & Gottingen, with 50+ people gathering in
various places. On the one hand, we were grateful
to witness a continuous flow of testimonies about
how lives were changed by the Gospel. When one
city seemed spiritually weak and stagnant, another
city was thriving in spiritual growth & development.
This "alternating" pace allowed us some space to
take a break between the busy ministry and
pastoral needs of the 2 cities, and observe the
miraculous work of the Spirit in the renewal of

people's hearts. In fact, the long-term ministry of 2
cities has consumed a lot of our bodies and minds.

Ministry Development: Both two cities have
opportunities & potentials for further development,
but unfortunately we have no way to give more
(consumption of time & energy are at our peak). For
the sake of overall health (and to go farther on this
journey) and for a more sustainable ministry
direction (a more comprehensive growth plan); as
early as 2018, we proposed to CBM to send one
more missionary unit to undertake the work in one
of the cities. It took some time to recruit
missionaries, and then we encountered the Covid
which lasted for 3 years. We could only rely on God’s
grace to continue to support the overloaded
pastoral work in the 2 cities during the pandemic.

2023 The Handover Period: Praise the Lord. CBM
finalized the arrangement to send Pastor Ye
Yuanchuan and his wife to take over the Gospel work
in Kassel. They moved to Kassel in July 2022. After
half a year of transition, we will officially hand over
the Kassel ministry in 2023. On April 29th, we will
hold the Installation Service of Pastor Ye & Mrs. Ye
in Kassel. May the Lord bless the Yes with abundant
grace, & strengthen them in their evangelical ministry.

Ministry Strategy: Promote teamwork among
missionaries in the three CBM locations (Goéttingen,
Kassel, & Marburg). In the past, the four cities were
separated, and the geographical distance was too far,
so it was difficult to have regular joint ministries.
Now after adjustment, we can better collaborate
with each other and share resources. For example,
this year, we have arranged a joint evangelical
meeting in March, a joint living camp in May, and a
monthly online joint worship (sharing overseas
online speakers), etc. In addition, Pastor Gang
Xiaodan and her husband supported the monthly
youth activities and served the young people in
Gottingen and Kassel in German. Through various
new attempts, we hope the believers and the
evangelism work in the 3 cities can experience a
more fulfilling development & pastoral support.
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Since the short-term missions, we have known some
believers in Kassel for more than ten vyears;
accompanied them through different stages and

challenges in life, and witnessed the personal
changes and ministry development in Kassel for the
past 9 years. As we wrote this letter, the faces and
names of brothers & sisters of different generations
emerged one by one: the gratitude & concerns when
praying for their spiritual lives; the tears &
exhortation when they fell; the worry & sorrow
when they were seriously ill & when they left the
city; the passion & urgency when we prayed
together for fellowship members & faith seekers.
These were the “blood & tears” shed aside from the
regular ministry development — a true connection in
lives & friendships. We are fortunate to be able to
participate in the joys, sorrows & fears of their faith
journeys, to walk through the ups & downs, and to
witness the grace of the Lord. We cherish this
spiritual friendship very much. Letting go is a
reluctance; letting go is also a spiritual lesson of faith!
Kassel Fellowship will enter a new chapter, may the
Lord bless you greatly as the light for the community!

e Follow-up Mentorship, Faith Seekers: Last
December, there were 8 newly converted.
Although the follow-up mentorship group had
started, 4 new believers had to leave Gottingen
due to work internship or return to China. May
God continue to guide their spiritual growth.
This again reflected the challenges in the
mission field in Germany: there is no way to
estimate how long students/believers will stay
in a city, and we can only seize the opportunity
to respond to the relevant stage of evangelical
work, be it sowing, or preaching, or cultivating,
or training, or shepherding... Only the Lord who
called us can finish the work and guide them to
spiritual maturity!

1/22 Chinese New Year Worship & the Dumpling
Feast. It has been 3 years since we last held the
dumpling-making feast. We accomplished it
successfully with an

attendance of 70+

people. Praise the Lord

for the heartwarming

bonding time, and for

His protection from

virus infection.

2/4 Bad Sooden-—Allendorf "Lantern Festival
Outreach": There were 30+ people attending the
event. Although a few Chinese students from the
private university attended, we still had 4
seekers come from our fellowship, They enjoyed
and opened to discuss the topic of "Happiness in
Christ". Please remember and pray for another
outreach event to be held on April 1st.

2/14-3/14 Ministry Work in Hong Kong: It has
been 6 years since we last visited Hong Kong. We
were grateful for the opportunity to share our
testimony with pastoral staff & several Hong
Kong churches, witnessing God’s miracles and
transformation of lives in Germany. We are very




thankful for the churches’ unwavering support
& prayers over the years. During this visit, we
were also able to confirm the substitute pastor
who will help out when we return to Canada for
our home assignment. Thank you to Pastor
Jonathan Lee & Mrs. Lee for your kindness.
Thanks to the Lord for allowing us to gather
with family & friends during our stay in Hong
Kong. We cherish quality time with each other!

Top: Baptist Convention of Hong Kong and Hong Kong Baptist
Mission - Morning Prayer Meeting (Germany Mission Sharing)
Bottom left: Macau Baptist Church

Bottom Right: North Point Alliance Church (Church Leaders)

e 2/10 Family Group Outreach:
Gottingen Underground City Tour

e 3/24 Activities for children/teenagers: Visit
Max Planck Institutes for Solar System Research

e 4/6-10 Germany-wild Chinese Christian
Discipleship Camp: Theme: Restoration and
Sanctification. May the Lord bless the message,
and may lives be renewed by the Holy Spirit. We
will be serving and sharing in the camp as well,
please remember us.

e 5/26-28 Joint Retreat for Gottingen, Kassel, &
Marburg, Theme: Heartfelt Connections. Pray
that the believers from the 3 cities will further
their spiritual connection, renew their fellowship
lives, strengthen their unity, and encourage more
heartfelt sharing of life/spiritual experiences.

o Please remember our family: May God’s grace
be with us, and grant us health. May we pay
close attention to God’s leadership and the
Spirit’s guidance. Pray that the Lord gives Caleb
health and wisdom so that he can successfully
complete the final exam in April. His summer
research work at the university will start in May.
Please pray for his learning at work, and for his
spiritual growth in Christ.

email: lewisfelaincaleb@gmail.com

* Send a cheque to Canadian Baptist Ministries,
7185 Millcreek Dr., Mississauga, ON L5N 5R4 Canada
Please put your address & specific on the memo
line to Lewis & Felain Lam

* Online donation: http://cbmin.org
(donate now = our field staff - Lewis & Felain Lam)

The 3 missionaries unit of CBM in Germany
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The high mobility of believers in university cities is
not a new challenge. You may wonder: how difficult
is it? Since the pandemic, there were more than 20
believers & families who left Gottingen following
graduation or for a job search. Only two student
believers remained in town. We had to start the
"Young Adult Ministry” from scratch again. It was
the most difficult time because resources had been
very limited in the past two summers; only 4-5
people committed to serving the church. We had to
continuously encourage brothers & sisters who
became frustrated with the situation. We persisted
to keep the church open, & looked beyond the
attendance number for validation of success. We
maintained the in-person gatherings (while
simultaneously providing online platforms). The
core group had to stand firm & wait for God’s
timing. Sure enough, after more than a year, the
Holy Spirit graced the church like the spring breeze.
The lives of the congregations were renewed one by
one. The spiritual revival was most apparent from
September to December. God added newcomers &
new believers to the church; this small revival
refreshed brothers & sisters’ souls & enabled them
to experience God’s work!

September — Mid-autumn Festival Outreach Program

Spiritual Aspects:

@® Confession & Repentance: Family Group: There
was a couple who was on the verge of divorce. God
used the past 2 years to save their marriage. Their
testimony inspired two other couples to face their

problem of pride & self-pity in their relationship. They
claimed as Christians but their lives did not reflect
their faith in God. Through mutual confessions,
spiritual devotion, & seeking pastoral counseling,
these couples were able to come back to Jesus. During
these 4-5 months, the whole family returned to the
love of the Lord. They openly shared God's grace &
mercy; their testimonies also influenced other families
& inspired a desire to experience renewal in God.

Young Adult Group (Age: 22-35): In September, we
hosted an outreach workshop, "Open Your Eyes
before Marriage". In addition to biblical principles &
case studies, we addressed directly people’s need for
affirmation by falling in love & the choice of sexual
intimacy. We also responded to Christians' teachings
on sexual chastity & the struggles with sexual
temptation. Both believers & non-believers were
exceptionally studious & attentive as they listened,
discussed & took notes throughout the session. The
workshop subverted their traditional thinking that
there are only "outdated moral theories in
Christianity”. We had a very down-to-earth dialogue
with this generation! Afterwards, the believers took
the initiative to share their experiences in their past
& present relationships, lust temptation, etc. Praise
the Lord, they were willing to open their hearts &
confessed their hidden sins to God. They fasted,
repented, & resolved to live a holy life. They
established a network to authorize pastors & spiritual
friends to uphold each other in accountability. “Those

October — Getting to Know the Old City of Gottingen




who cleanse themselves from the latter will be
instruments for special purposes, made holy, useful
to the Master & prepared to do any good work." (2
Timothy 2:21, NIV)

October — Basic Legal Knowledge in Germany Workshop

@ Staying Alert in Prayers: When the believers were
“awakened” by the Holy Spirit, they understood the
importance to remain alert & pray. They prepared the
outreach activities in October with a heart of
fearing God to fight the spiritual warfare. From
October to December, whether it was a biweekly
prayer meeting or a monthly coworkers meeting, we
deliberately prayed for each outreach, serving staff
& the new students/seekers by names. God does
not confine His children from experiencing His
faithfulness & presence. Whenever an unexpected
incident occurs, God bestows peace beyond all
expectations & averts danger. For example: After a
one-day outreach activity with more than 30 people,
a sister found out that she had contracted COVID.
She was extremely worried that the virus would pass
to new students who had just arrived in town. We
responded immediately by notifying the newcomers
one by one & sending out the relevant medical
contact information. We showed our care by
following up & praying for each student. Praise the
Lord, no one was further infected at the end. The
new students appreciated how the church handled
this issue; the incident did not affect their decisions
for future church gatherings. Another example:
Whenever the coworkers had conflicts among
themselves or within their families before the start
of the outreach program, the practice of prayers
enabled them to pinpoint the problems & apologize
to each other by the power of the Spirit.

® Serving in One Heart: When relationships are
restored with God & with one another, believers
become more willing to go the extra mile. In order
to promote the outreach activities, we went out 10
times as a group to deliver pamphlets to people on
street, on campuses, & around the city center. The
Lord ignited the passion of evangelism in the

congregation’s hearts, even before seeing the result
of their work (the number of newcomers). The passion
continued into December to prepare devotedly for
the Christmas Celebration. With limited human
resources, our church experienced the miracle of
“Five Loaves & Two Fish”. The Lord directly blessed
the gatherings in triumphant numbers. We only had
7 members to prepare 4 outreach events in October.
Yet, the Lord led 50 newcomers to us. Until now, half
of them have become “seekers of regular attendance”
& “committed new church members”. For the
Christmas Celebration, the available manpower was
cut down to 10+ people due to vacation travel &
illness. Amazingly, God led 100 participants & 6 of
them committed to Christ! “With man this is
impossible, but with God all things are possible.”
(Matthew 19:26)

Strategy:

@ Progressive Preparation: The design of outreach
activities based on the core needs of newcomers:
Campus Life, Senior Students’ Sharing, Basic Legal
Knowledge in Germany, etc. At last, they were willing
to attend the faith session — “The Joy in the Life of a
Christian”. They were amazed when listening to the
miraculous transformation through the testimony!

@ Multiple Connection Points: The main purpose of
the follow-up is to maintain a close connection with
the newcomers. The various activities allow them to
experience how Christianity is applied in different
aspects of life. It is another approach to introduce
“Holistic Gospel”: (a) Networking Over Food & Fun:
“Getting to Know the Old City of Gottingen + Love
Feast” (30+ attendees), “Exploring GoOttingen
Underground + Love Feast” (30 attendees); (b)
Emotional Well-being: The series of “Personal
Growth” in Sunday School includes topics on emotions,
stress management, & self-esteem (20 + attendees);
(c) Exploring Christian Faith: Friday weekly session of
the Alpha Course for the young adult group (average
16 -26 attendees, 2/3 are seekers).

November — Alpha course
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® Establishing Relationships: Following several
months of interactions with newcomers, brothers &
sisters gradually established trust with them &
cultivated a sense of belonging. In addition to more
regular attendance at different church gatherings,
many seekers proactively volunteered & helped
with cooking & cleaning. When they learned about
the singing group preparation for the Christmas
Celebration, some participated in the practices. As a
result, out of the 5 seekers who joined the singing
group, 4 committed to Christ!

Praise the Lord, the past 3 years of the pandemic
were tiring. Evangelism during the post-pandemic
era has been even more arduous. We upheld church
ministries for one year, & the Spirit began to work in
His people & led them to repentance. When people
returned to God, naturally, the desire for holy work
was awoken. Programs were no longer just the
execution of activities. They were delivered sincerely
in response to Jesus’ love & His love for the souls of
mankind. We experienced the true meaning, “...to
uproot and tear down, to destroy and overthrow, to
build and to plant.” (Jeremiah 1:10) We gave thanks
to the Father for the small revival our church had
experienced, a change in both quality & quantity.
May the Spirit watch over GOottingen so we will
remain in steps, & be alert & persistent in prayers for
the sake of the Gospel. Glory be to God in the Highest!

December 25t — Christmas Gospel Celebration

December 25t — Christmas Celebration Dinner

Christmas Gospel Celebration, Follow-up, Seekers:
The Father guided us through the preparation of
the Christmas Celebration & brought almost 100
attendants. The programs included a children’s
drama retelling the nativity story, singing groups,
musical instrument performances, testimonies
sharing, & Gospel messages. Believers served with
one heart & one mind, offering their best as a gift
to our Lord Jesus. Adding 2 more newly converted
in December, we will be preparing the follow-up
nurturing to 8 new believers in total. May God
bless them with yearning hearts. We currently
have about 10 seekers who regularly attend our
meetings. Pray that they may respond to the
Gospel with humility & courage.

The Emotional & Spiritual Health of Believers &
Seekers: It has been exceptionally cold this winter
in Germany. The severe outbreak of Covid in China
also added to the risk of situational anxiety &
seasonal depression in families & students. In
October, our church began a series of “Personal
Growth” in Adult Sunday School. We have been
delivering two sessions per month. May God use
the series as an opportunity for us to walk with
believers & seekers, through the many different
seasons of emotional & life challenges.




Course Outline: Persoanl Growth Series

Hospitality & Pastoral Care: Our family has been
very busy this December. The bedroom where
our son Caleb used to live has become a guest
room. We had hosted 4 members who have
graduated & left, but returned to Gottingen to
visit the church during the holidays. We are
grateful that our home can become a
"restoration house" for wanderers in Germany,
allowing them to come back anytime to be
encouraged & received spiritual nourishment.
Many students leave every year, but every time
we meet, we still have in-depth sharing &
praying. It brings us great joy every time!

New Committee: For two years, we did not have
any new committee members to support the
student ministry in Gottingen. Thankfully, we
have new student believers who have aspired to
grow & have a passion to serve. The new
committee is very fresh & requires a lot of
trainings. On 1/5, we had a day dedicated to
team building. May the Spirit bless us with a
heart of unity & a spirit of humility, so we can
live out our love for God & people.

1/22 Dumplings Feast for Chinese New Year: It
has been 3 years since our last Dumplings Feast.
Pray that we will be able to host another one
for this Chinese New Year. May the seekers
experience the love & warmth from our church
during the feast.

New Gospel Point: Bad Sooden-Allendorf is a
small town near Gottingen. The town population
is around 8,000. It has one private university. At
its peak, there were about 600 Chinese visa
students. Despite the pandemic & the changes in
international students admission policy, there
are still around 200 Chinese students. Since 2016,
we have visited the town with different Short
Term Mission Teams & church members to pray
for evangelism opportunities. Three years ago,

we wanted to begin some outreach work, but the
work halted due to the pandemic. In October,
Lewis intentionally led small groups to the town 3
times to hand out pamphlets & did prayer walks.
Although resources are tight, we remain sensitive
to the calling of God & have been sharing our
vision with believers, in response to the Gospel.
2/4 “Chinese

Lantern Festival

Outreach”: Pray

that the Lord will

prepare resources

to serve the

students who will

be attending. Also

pray for the

opportunities to

“cultivate the soil”

in this small town.

3/19 Gospel Sunday: Please pray for the Joint
Gospel Sunday event for Gottingen, Kassel, &
Marburg. The speaker will be Rev. Liu Minhe. May
the Lord anoint the mouth of the speaker,
persuade the hearts of seekers to attend, & may
the Holy Spirit work in the hearts of everyone who
will be at the meeting.

Our Trip Back to Hong Kong: We will be visiting
Hong Kong for work & family reunion from 2/14 —
3/14. The last time we visited Hong Kong to share
about our ministry in Germany was in 2017. We
look forward to sharing God’s grace, & believers’
stories. We hope to share the miraculous work of
the Lord throughout all these years with different
churches & pastorals.

Supporting Other Ministries: Having been in the
mission field for many years, we share the burden
& see the desperate need of workers. Lewis has
been providing teaching & delivering sermons to
a Bible Study group. From time to time, Felain
also provides different trainings & courses to
various locations. Sharing resources is a
mandatory strategy in today’s mission field. At
the same time, these serving opportunities
provided us with platforms to further develop &
polish our skills. May God provide us with
sufficient grace to testify His work.

Change in Kassel’s Mission Work: As of 2023, we
will officially pass over the ministry of Kassel to
Pastor Yuanchuan Ye. May God bless their work.
We wanted to review Kassel’s Christian friendship
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& Gospel Ministry in this quarter’s updates; but
in this past quarter, GoOttingen has really
experienced God’s abundant grace, so we must
bear witness to the Lord’s work. We will save the
testimony of our 9-years in Kassel in our next

update letter.

serve in the field.

Email: lewisfelaincaleb@gmail.com

* Send a cheque to Canadian Baptist Ministries,

7185 Millcreek Dr., Mississauga, ON L5N 5R4 Canada

Please put your address & specify on the memo
line to Lewis & Felain Lam

* Online donation: http://cbmin.org
(donate now - our field staff - Lewis & Felain Lam)

Poster Promotion: Exploring Gottingen Underground

Please remember our family: Pray that we
continue to have physical, emotional & spiritual
strength. May the Lord bless us with grace &
wisdom, as we observe & discern His guidance.
Caleb successfully completed his Fall semester &
returned to GTA for some family time over the
winter holidays. We are thankful to our family
in Canada, for their care & love of our son. We
praise God for His everlasting love for Caleb. It
gives us additional reassurance & peace as we

In August, Rev. Conrad Kwok of CBM & his wife;
in October, Rev. John Chan of CBM visited us in German

Poster Promotion: Dumplings Feast for Chinese New Year
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email: lewisfelaincaleb@gmail.com

* Send a cheque to Canadian Baptist Ministries,

7185 Millcreek Dr., Mississauga, ON L5N 5R4 Canada
Please put your address & specific on the memo
line to Lewis & Felain Lam

* Online donation: http://cbmin.org
(donate now = our field staff > Lewis & Felain Lam)

8 H CBM S EHAMENS ; 10 B CBM BRAREAHIAM 28 5n 1 Bl %



Lewis & Felain

08/2022

"Coexisting with the virus" is Germany's policy
towards the pandemic. Mask requirement is
mandatory in specific places such as public
transportation and hospitals. However, in other
places, mask-wearing is optional based on personal
preference.

News Headline:

(i) BENEHGIBRER,
B#e6H {6, BRERMIEL127F Germany reached 1
million confirmed

EEED cases of Covid-19.
In the beginning of
June, there were 660,000 confirmed cases; with new confirmed
cases amounting close to 120,000 per day.

During spring and summer, life has returned to
normal in general. For example, many people
attended documenta, an art exhibition that is held
every five years in Kassel. Tourist attractions and
large-scale events were packed with people.

However, since the virus continues to mutate and
BA.5 is highly contagious, Germany has resumed to
the alarming rate of over 100,000 cases per day
since late June. As autumn and winter are
approaching, we do not know whether the
government will be prepared for a new pandemic
wave. We also do not know if the church will need
to cease its physical gatherings again. May the Lord
have mercy on this global pandemic situation.

Since the weekend of May 1st to August 31st,
Gottingen City Council has announced that women
will be allowed to swim topless in public swimming
pools. The rule relates to the event that occurred
last fall when a woman was swimming topless in a
pool. The security asked her to cover her chest, but
she refused to cooperate as she identified herself as
a man. She was then asked to leave the swimming
pool. This incident led to a heated debate, with
feminists arguing that it was a significant violation of
women's rights. Subsequently, public opinion began
to ferment, forcing the city to finally settle with this
regulation. For this reason, Gottingen became the
pioneer city of "gender equality" in Germany.

In terms of cultural differences, Germany has an
open mindset toward nudity: most saunas in
Germany are co-ed, which require customers to strip
naked for hygiene reasons. From the perspective of
Christian ethics, this regulation once again reveals
the crooked and perverse era we are living in which
the priorities and boundaries of God’s sovereignty,
human rights, and sexual rights are becoming more
and more confused. We pray that our Lord guides
His children and the second generation of Christians
to maintain a clear set of values.

News Headline:
Victory in Feminism.
From May to August,
Gottingen permitted
topless swimming and
water play.

e The first joint baptism & love feast in Gottingen
& Kassel after
the pandemic,
70 people
attended.

¢ June outreach of
student group in
Gottingen — Goslar,
16 people attended.




e June Outreach in Kassel (young careers & family) —
BBQ, 80 people participated.

e July Outreach — Eisenach day trip, 15 people
attended. We organized monthly outreach in
Gottingen to familiarize new students & families,
and get them more involved in church. Wartburg
(World Cultural Heritage) in Eisenach is a castle
with a history related to Martin Luther. We
took the opportunity to lead a workshop on the
“Origins of Reformation” during Bible Study
Classes, hoping to draw interest and create
conversations surrounding our faith.

e August 4" to 7*", Committee Training Camp:
Theme — Serving in Unity. We had about 90
attendees in person. May the leaders continue
to be inspired by God’s words and respond in
action to the calling of the Holy Spirit.

“l know what should have been done, but | just
couldn’t do it...” This was the frequent response we
received from believers. We invited a wife to share
in a first-person narrative of how our heavenly
father saved her marriage. As we want to stay within
a reasonable number of pages, we are only able to
share the testimony of the wife in this newsletter.

The event occurred in April of last year, but we chose
to share it now instead. We want to highlight the fact
that transformation in life requires more than just one
or two encounters with God. It’s an ongoing journey
of failures and tests. Day by day, the old self will be
overcome, and submit fully to the Holy Spirit. At
present, their marriage still requires prayers, and is
continuing to grow as they’re renewed in God’s grace.

Last year during Easter, God “resurrected” our
marriage! In the past five years and more, my
husband and | were in constant arguments. There was
a deep-seated animosity between us. We both felt
hurt and wronged. At times, he would mention a
divorce. However, this was never an option for me;
until the Fall of 2020, following an intense argument.
He mentioned leaving the marriage again, and that
was when | began hearing a voice, “Why bother? Is it
really worth your effort? If he doesn’t want it, then
why do you have to insist? You can still have a
wonderful life without him.” | said to myself, if he
raised the request to divorce again, then I'll go with it.
During this time, | didn’t want to pray. | knew that if
| knelt down and prayed, God would ask me to turn
back. My heart was hardened and | refused to submit.
| complained to God, “Why don’t You go and speak
with him? Why don’t you change him? Why is it
always | who need to compromise?” There were only
accusations and bitterness towards my husband, and
the thought of leaving him led to more disrespectful
attitudes towards him. A sense of resentment and
detest was built up.

During Easter, we had another quarrel, and he stated
he wanted a divorce again, | readily agreed. Our five-
year-old child saw us arguing and cried asking Dad
when he would be with us again. | couldn’t bear to
hurt him, so | said, “If you want your dad and me to
be back together, then you need to pray to Jesus!” (I
really shouldn’t have brought the child into a
marriage conflict.) My child really did pray. Since then,
his emotions became unstable. A child who was once
happy and joyful suddenly became angry and sad.
Several days after the quarrel, he came and pressed
a small wooden shovel against my

face, and shouted, “Does it hurt? It does, doesn’t it?
This is how my heart is feeling!” | cried and was
shocked: what is this pain that led my five-year-old
to say such words!

Although my mind was made up, | still wanted a last
attempt to love as Jesus did. My husband had to serve
at Easter worship, | responded to God and prepared
what my husband needed. | wrote him a note, wishing
that all would go smoothly for him. Our interactions
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were courteous, yet, | didn’t hold any hint of hope,
because | was afraid of disappointment.

Two days later, | wanted some quiet time. | knelt
down and prayed. Before | even spoke, tears
poured down my face. My intended words of
complaint unexpectedly changed to God’s gentle
voice of mercy, “He is your husband. Do you respect
him? Do you honor him? Do you truly love him as
you say?” It’s not a voice to discipline, but a voice
like a sun that melted the snow, filling my heart
with warmth and hope. At the same time, it
revealed my guilt and shame. The many days of
powerlessness, despair and disheartenedness
were replaced by God’s warmth, the power of love!

After the prayer, | wrote a note inviting my
husband to pray with me. | was afraid to give him
too much pressure, so | wrote: if you’re not ready,
| can wait. | was hoping he would experience the
same kind of miraculous change that just happened
to me. After quite a long time, he finally agreed to
kneel and pray. | sensed a strong force of hindrance
in his prayer. | wasn’t discouraged. | announced
loudly, let God rebuke the lies that Satan placed in
our hearts, which is “divorce is the best option”.
He seemed to have experienced an awakening.
The Holy Spirit began to comfort and tears poured
down. Together, we rebuked the lies. After the
prayer, we held each other and cried. The hurts and
wrongs from the past, which we thought could
never be reconciled, all melted away as we
embraced. The long, intertwined list of debts and
blames all disappeared at the moment. All that
remained were tears, love, and endless gratitude.

That day, we seemed to have returned to our early
days of dating. At times, we would hug and cry,
then a little later, we would hold hands and laugh.
We had so much to catch up that day, like best
friends who haven’t seen each other for quite a
while, or like new couples reunited after a short
departure. At night, we apologized to our child

together, and told him that Jesus answered his prayer.
Mommy and daddy came back together. Our child
said, “I'm especially happy today, because you two
are back together.” | gave my heartfelt response, “We
are very happy as well. Our heavenly Father brought
us back together again.”

Since then, we have been offering our praises and
thanksgiving daily to God as a family, trusting Him,
and seeking His will in everything we do. However,
Satan would not stop attacking us, from time to time,
it would lead us to doubt and sow discord between us.
In the past year, we have experienced the truth of
when we remain in God, we have the power to love,
to accept and to endure; when we distanced
ourselves from God, the sinful nature of our old self
will take over, and resume a destructive mode
damaging the relationship. Each time when we
turned back in humility, and admitted our faults in
prayers, we would experience God’s comfort. Being
filled with the Spirit is a very real and sweet experience.

The Easter of 2021 was when Jesus first revealed His
power of resurrection in our family. He saved our
marriage and amended our relationship with our child.
From this experience, we have learned:

1. BeAlert! Do not give ways to Satan! Our marriage
nearly ended in failure, because we allowed the
idea of a divorce to sprout and grow. It took
advantage of our self-pity and pride, and made us
believe that divorce can resolve all problems and
pain. We need to rely on God’s Words to defend
against Satan’s lies and schemes. We cannot let
Satan’s voice overtake our hearts.

2. Pray! We have both experienced the power of
prayers, “Let us then approach God’s throne of
grace with confidence, so that we may receive
mercy and find grace to help us in our time of
need.” When our voices became argumentative,
our child would remind us, “Go and pray!” He
would also pray for us. The practice of prayers
has become our family’s constant theme.




Count Your Blessings! It is easy to forget the
many wonderful blessings and grace from God
in regular life. When tests and challenges come,
we often want to plot and overcome with our
own understanding. In the end, doubts and
judgments filled our hearts, and prevented us

Please remember our family in your prayers: We
have just experienced the suffering of Corona, may
God grant us a speedy recovery. May God grant us
with grace and wisdom, to teach us how to lead the
churches in both cities. Caleb has just completed
two summer courses. He has begun a new spiritual

learning journey, as he served in the Vacation Bible
School this summer. May the Lord bless him in his
studies and ministry in the campus fellowship.

from hearing God’s voice. Thus, we couldn’t
submit to the lead of the Holy Spirit. We have
decided to always count His blessings, submit
fully and follow His guidance.

In writing this testimony, it allowed me to count
God’s blessing once again. May the pain and
resurrection of our marriage be our life lesson —our
crossing of the “red sea” experience.

* Email: lewisfelaincaleb@gmail.com

* Send cheque to: Canadian Baptist Ministries,
7185 Millcreek Dr., Mississauga, ON L5N 5R4 Canada
Please put your address on & specific on the
memo line to Lewis & Felain Lam

* Online donation: http://cbmin.org

e Pastor Ye Yuanchuan was transferred to Kassel: (donate now - our field staff - Lewis & Felain Lam)

Pastor Ye, a member of CBM, moved to Kassel at the
end of July and will be leading the ministry work in
Kassel with us from September onwards. Pray that
the Lord will keep the Yes in the new place and
prepare a suitable kindergarten for his daughter.

e Providing support to other meeting places:
Germany has been short of Chinese missionaries
for a long time. In addition to the churches that we
currently nurture, we also provide support to Bible
Study Classes that are not led by pastors. Please
pray that the Lord will keep us safe during our
travel, so we may be a blessing to others.

e Online Ministry: Thanks to the Lord as the online
platforms can overcome geographical restrictions.
This allowed us to provide training to overseas
Chinese missionaries, and to share our visions and
missionary work with different churches.

¢ In August, Rev. Conrad Kwok and Mrs. Fiona Kwok
from CBM Chinese Ministry will visit Germany.
May the Lord bless them with safety throughout
their trip. May the Lord be with them as they visit
Germany, Taipei, Vancouver and Calgary, to share
their visions.

Kassel’s ‘12 people Moving Team’ assists in
the relocation work of Pastor Ye's family

e October orientation activities, evangelical evening
events, and follow-up activities for new students:
May the Lord watch over the orientation hosted by
fellowships in various cities in Germany. May the
Lord give them the passion to evangelize and to
extend invitations to new friends. May the
churches be a blessing for Chinese students in
Germany.
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The Covid-19 safety protocols in various states
within Germany were gradually lessened since the
beginning of March. The Chinese community, in
general, continued to follow all the safety measures;
though many still became infected. However, this
did not stop the residents and believers from going
on vacations during the Easter holidays. Life, in
general, returned to “normal”. However, the post-
pandemic economy was greatly impacted by the
Russia-Ukraine war. There has been inflation in
consumer goods and gasoline. The inflation rate
from March to April increased to 7.4%.

The Russia-Ukraine War caused an exodus of
Ukrainian women and children to Germany.
According to the federal and state education and
culture ministry, the schools in Germany can accept
a maximum of 400,000 children and provide them
with the residence. Some of the mainstream
churches have been proactively assisting refugees
in their settlement, and have also been hosting
worship and Bible study classes in Ukrainian. We
have two believers among us, who visited a local
Chinese church that was involved in refugee work
in Warsaw, Poland. They informed us of the needs
and situations of refugees, and how we can
meaningfully contribute to the needs in resources
and prayers. May the Lord guide the next wave of
refugee evangelical ministry in Germany.

After more than two years into the pandemic,
believers’ willingness to gather and worship in-
person and the passion in evangelical work need to
be revived. Thus, the post-pandemic ministry focus
will be on evangelism and the strengthening of

believers. We will break ground and launch the
student outreach in Gottingen with different
monthly outreach activities, starting this year. We
hope to reach out to friends who are interested in
learning more about our faith, to promote relational
evangelism. In Kassel, we will strengthen those
involved in the ministry by equipping them with
training and more opportunities to serve. We will
continue to encourage brothers and sisters to step
up on the ministry journey.

Students returning to an in-person gathering at our home

(First-person narrative from a sister) | began
pondering about the meaning of life when | was 17.
| searched for 10 years but still couldn’t find an
answer. Until | arrived in Germany and met Jesus, |
finally found the direction in life. | was baptized just
prior to the pandemic. Friends noticed the change in
me: | used to always be in a pessimistic state, but
now, | come out with optimism. This past year
witnessed a milestone in my change and growth.
This is all from the strength and grace of the Lord.

Life in China before Knowing Jesus: | refused to wake
up in the morning, finding everything meaningless. |
often daydreamed during work hours and was
distracted during class. | was wondering why | needed
to attend to all these meaningless things. | would think
and ponder, though the result was fruitless. When |
arrived home at night, I'd browse pornographic sites
and watch all kinds of movies to numb my heart. |
couldn’t sleep at night, so | chose to tire myself out
with videos. Even worst, | comfort my sexual desire




with masturbation. I did all these to stop myself from
thinking about life questions that | couldn’t find
answers to. Just like that, | repeated this meaningless
life day after day: pessimistic, fallen, and lost.

Life in Germany after Knowing Jesus: | will still
ponder upon life questions, but | know that all
answers are found in Christ. | am still working to
address my sins. For example, when | am tired and
received advertisements on the internet with
useless videos and sexual temptation, | still struggle
and fall prey at times. However, | know that with the
guidance of the Spirit, | will overcome in the end.

Particularly, in the past year, God’s words touched
me deeply, reminding me, “Do not merely listen to
the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says.”
(James 1:22). | pray to God for the strength to live
out his words. Now, | wake up early every day, and
do what I’'m supposed to do: Attend school, enjoy
meals, sleep, read the Bible, pray and take breaks
by spending time with brothers and sisters during
the weekends. | find rest in the Lord’s words. | reflect
and grow. I've been exercising twice each week,
building and maintaining my body in a healthy state.
All of these normal and regular lifestyle routines
are definitely abnormal and challenging for me who
have been struggling with chronic depression and
sexual addiction. If it wasn’t for God’s interference
and mercy, | would have probably committed
suicide or become a drug addict.

My life was changed because of Jesus. | emerged
from the darkness and embarked on a positive life.
From depression to finding the meaning of life, |
realized that only God has my answer to life!

e Thanksgiving: New Believers/Joint Baptism:
Among the new students who joined us in
October last year, 3 of them decided to accept
Christ after half a year of seeking and learning.
In mid-May, Gottingen & Kassel will have joint
baptisms. Please pray that God will strengthen
the new believers’ faith with a “no turning
back” mindset to fully devote themselves and
follow the Lord in their lifelong journey.

e Chinese New Year Gala (Outreach): On January
28™ and 29", we hosted the galas in Géttingen
& Kassel respectively in a joyful and grateful

atmosphere. We give thanks to God as there
were newcomers to join the meetings. Some of
them also participated in follow-up outreach
activities and Bible studies. &

e March 26 Outreach - Hannover Animal Day Trip;
April 23 - Leeks Picking: Our Father prepared
such beautiful weather for these two outreach
activities for us. This gave us good opportunities
to connect and get to know the seekers and
believers who participated in these activities. &

e Please pray for our monthly outreach activities:
Barbecue in May; hiking in June; fruit picking in
July. Pray that God will help us to connect with
more new friends and families through various
outreach activities.

e German Chinese Church Easter Worship & Revival
Meeting: The physical and online meetings have
been successfully held from April 15 to 17. We
give thanks to God for bringing Pastor Leung Ka-
Lun (Honorary Dean of Hong Kong Alliance Bible
Seminary) to Germany as the theme speaker who
helped to enlighten the believers’ spiritual life.

e The growth of second-generation workshop
(mental & spiritual): From March to July, we host
a monthly zoom meeting for 5 sessions in total.
The series is opened to 5 cities: Gottingen, Kassel,
Marburg, Heidelberg and Hannover. More than
50 families (believers and non-believers) signed
up for the course. It reflects the eagerness of
parents to learn about this topic. May God bless
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the parents with wisdom and perseverance, so
they may influence with life testimonies, and
raise the children in truth, thus guiding them to
the Lord, and bringing Glory to God as a family.

June FMCD Pastoral Retreat: Please pray that
the Chinese missionaries in Germany experience
spiritual connections and quiet time with God.
Especially during this post-pandemic era, may
the Lord bless the pastoral staff with wisdom
from above, so we know how to expand God’s
kingdom in Germany and shepherd the
congregations effectively.

August 4-7*" All-German Co-workers’ Training
Camp: Theme: Serving in Unity.

Pray that the in-person camp can be held
smoothly. With a significant shortage of
resources, we pray that God will equip and
bless the laymen leaders in various regions.

Pray for our family: God led Felain to return
safely to Germany in early March. Please
continue to pray for Lewis and Felain’s
physical and spiritual health. May God grant us
sufficient grace and wisdom to lead the
churches in two cities. We give thanks to God
for blessing Caleb during the transition period
of studying and living in Canada. He has
completed his first year of university studies.

May God guide Caleb in his summer courses and
arrangement of time to serve God in the Fall
term.

We usually meet online when we were separated in 3 places!

email: lewisfelaincaleb@gmail.com
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7185 Millcreek Dr., Mississauga, ON L5N 5R4 Canada
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Shalom! | wish you all a Merry Christmas & peace from
above. Since November, the fourth wave of the
pandemic in Germany rose sharply, with a maximum of
75,000 cases in a single day and an average of 49,000
infections per day. Each state government has
independent administration. Therefore, the pandemic
prevention measures between the states were
inconsistent & there were constant changes according
to the development of the pandemic. (For example,
Christmas markets

in some areas were

held as usual, while

Christmas markets

in other places

were  temporarily

cancelled). Anti-

pandemic fatigue,

Christmas holiday

travels, relaxed

mentality towards

the pandemic, etc.

all contributed to

an exceptionally

challenging winter

this year!

Although the "coexistence with the pandemic" has
become an unchanging fact, it posed immense
challenges to the missionary field. Since this summer,
Gottingen and Kassel have fully resumed in-person
gatherings at church. However, we still offer
simultaneous online and in person gatherings for
worship and Bible study group.

October New Students Outreach Workshop — Laws in Germany
(hybrid arrangement of in-perosn/online delivery)

On one hand, we are grateful that Germany continues
to allow churches to be opened for gatherings. This
allows the congregation to meet face to face. Also, the
bonding of brothers & sisters can be rebuilt gradually.
On the other hand, we pray to God to give us mercy:
we pray to God not only to keep our meetings safe, but
also support the continuous hybrid service as there is
a serious shortage of manpower for ministry.

Missionaries often experience God beyond their
ministry. Throughout these years, in our personal
growth, role coordination, & family interaction, God’s
grace guided us to forge ahead through rivers and
climb over mountains.

When we came to Germany with the 11-year-old Caleb,
he experienced culture shock with the challenge of two
new languages & two levels of cultural change. As a
transfer student at school, he struggled with the
German language. He couldn’t establish a social
network in the first two years. At church, he had to
learn Mandarin. He lost touch with his childhood
church friends in Canada. The ministry resources for
second generation in Canada have more varieties and
higher accessibility than in Germany. In fact, it was
even more difficult for him to adapt to the new church
culture than the new school culture! The loneliness he
had to endure was not something that his peers could
contemplate. Psychological, social and spiritual
challenges accelerated the struggle and confusion into
his adolescence.

God intervenes: From our very first family letter,
"asking God to prepare spiritual companions for Caleb"
was a regular prayer request. Perhaps, because of
environmental factors, the spiritual companion whom
we have been waiting for many years, never appeared.
However, God heard Caleb’s cry and struggles. He
intervened and became Caleb’s spiritual companion!
In 2017-2018, the "Mandibular Surgery Incident”
allowed Caleb to experience God’s profound love and
presence. Since then, Caleb has established a personal
relationship with Christ. He further internalized his




faith which led to a drastic change in his spiritual
pursuit. He chose to join the Chinese adult worship
(as bible stories no longer satisfied him), participated
in serving, registered for baptism, and signed up for
the baptism courses. As we responded to Caleb’s
qguestions & listened to his sharings in class, we were
amazed at the work of God. We truly enjoyed the
spiritual sharing at home too. They were affectionate
and precious moments of our bonding in Christ!

In the last two years of high school, Caleb expressed
his intention to continue university studies back in
North America. He said: @ His roots were from North
Amercia, he felt more confident to pursue his choice
of program in the English language. @ There are
better ministry resources in North Amercia. He
wanted to get to know God more. We didn’t provide
an immediate response at the time, as we wanted to
understand his thinking more clearly and needed time
to pray for God’s guidance.

Many people asked us,

“Why didn’t you keep

Caleb in Germany &

take advantage of the

zero university tuition

fee?” We prayed for

several months and

finally decided to let

go, and supported his

decision to return to

Canada. Our reasons

were: @ When he was

a child, he didn’t have

a choice but to follow

us as we changed churches due to ministry calling, and
to uproot himself when we decided to commit as
missionaries. It was time for us to respect his choice. @
His desire for God is real. As he experienced God’s
encouragement, guidance and teaching through
devotions, we witnessed his excitement and joy in the
journey. ® As missionaries, we couldn’t provide him
with the financial support for tuition and living
expenses. We willingly let God take over, because we
were certain that Caleb has chosen the most precious
blessing. We gave up on the zero university tuition fee
benefit in Germany, as we learned to rely on God to
provide. As parents, we learned to let go and allow
Caleb to return alone to Canada. We reminded Caleb:
“As long as you’re in Christ, we will have peace and
will not need to worry.” In the past few months, as we
witnessed Caleb’s interaction with God, we felt
blessed beyond anything we could imagine!

God promises: Caleb moved into residence on a
Saturday and unpacked until early morning. The next
day, he took the 7am bus and arrived at church for the

8am in-person worship (because the 9:30am and the
11am sessions were fully booked). He actually had a lot
of strong reasons to not attend the morning session in
person, for example, too tired from moving, not
familiar with the surroundings, online gathering was a
good option. However, God rewarded his desire to
meet with Him with comforting words from the
worship hymns and sermon: “l will remain with you
always; | will never leave you as an orphan.” “Yes, my
soul, find rest in God; my hope comes from him.” (Ps
62:5) On his first day away from home, Caleb received
the just-in-time comfort from God. He was in awe. He
cried. He was speechlessly grateful!

God prepares: Caleb has been praying for companions
to share the growth journey in university. He took the
initiative to connect with senior students in the
campus fellowship. He proactively met with different
pastors, and actively participated in ministry. God was
merciful towards his request. Within a short period of
time, he met with similar aged individuals who shared
the same commitment in Christ — companions on his
ministry journey. He even found a mentor who could
provide spiritual and professional advice to him. Our
heavenly father generously prepared a multitude of
resources for him at the university, to compensate
him for the lack of resources in the mission field.

God inspires: In the mission field, Caleb didn’t have an
opportunity to participate in structured training to serve.
In university, God invited him to learn to lead Bible study,
to lead a small group and to evangelize. “Daddy,
mommy, | thought I'd know how to serve by observing
you in the mission field within the past few years. | just
realized that | don’t really know how.” Caleb came to us
and asked to be trained in Bible study, evangelism, peer
mentoring, and Bible study prep.

We have been praying for Caleb as he learns to serve...
we’re thankfull With a trembling heart, his “not
knowing” motivated him to pursue humbly. It
touched us deeply to learn of his obedient response to
God’s calling to share the Gospel with a classmate. In
preparation, he spent 2 months in memorizing the
salavation related Bible verses, read up on frequently
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asked questions related to the Gospel, established a
prayer group, and selected Gospel related materials
for devotion. He met the classmate over dinner; as
expected, the seeker did not commit to Christ at his
first attempt. However, the door to the Gospel has
been opened. The seeker was willing to listen to the
message. In fact, Caleb was the one being blessed the
most; he experienced the joy of working with God, and
the amazing guidance of the Spirit. Being molded as
an instrument of God is a different level of experience
compared to experiencing God’s blessings in health,
school, and other environments. We’re thankful for
our son, thankful that his journey in knowing/walking
with God has been so adventurous and fulfilling.

God blesses: In the beginning, we were worried that
Caleb’s commitment was only short term. However,
as he willingly offered himself for God, and
experienced the abundant joy in His Spirit, it
motivated him to clearly prioritize and properly
position himself. During the reading week, | gave
Caleb a personal workshop on “Christian’s Time
Management”. Afterwards, he was confident and able
to clearly outline a timetable to concentrate on the
most important. For example, Caleb really enjoyed
the weekly prayer meetings (this was the exact
wording from Caleb; as pastors, it was the first time
hearing someone use the word “enjoy” to describe
their experience in a prayer meeting. He’s one of a
kind!) The small number of participants at the
meeting created an opportunity for them to have
deep spiritual sharing, and to form a true bonding of
spiritual friendship. He enjoyed praying for the
fellowship together with brothers and sisters. He
treasured the team spirit. “But seek first his kingdom
and his righteousness, and all these things will be
given to you as well.” (Matt 6:33) Our heavenly father
has interesting plans — there were things that Caleb
didn’t ask for, but our Father provided them to him
one by one: study group, study notes from senior
students, and advices on course selection. When
Caleb put his effort into his studies, God blessed him

with “pointers”, so he could avoid chasing his own tail.

God’s blessings were beyond what we could imagine.
In the past few months, our sharing and interaction
with Caleb; the time we spent together in prayers; and

the time we spent together counting God’s blessings
were encouraging and comforting moments in our lives.
These moments motivated us to further focus only on
our Lord. We gave thanks to Him for knowing and
consoling His servants’ hearts. As a child, Caleb was
known as the Pastor Kid (PK). During adolescence, he
became the Missionary Kid (MK). The pressure and
loneliness he experienced were more than his peers.
However, our Lord never mistreat those who belong to
Him. Today, Caleb became God’s Kid. What a grace!
With his faithfulness and his love, God intervened
directly to shepherd, to guide, and to mold him.

We know that our young man has a long journey ahead.
May God protect our 2" generation of believers. May
they be able to grow in Christ and turn away from evils.
“Obey the Holy Spirit. Practice humility and
perservence.” These are the themes of our prayers for
Caleb. Our Father also reminded us, as parents, “As
long as the child remains in Christ, rest assured, you
have nothing to worry. You can focus on serving the
Lord!” “The Lord gives strength to his people; the
Lord blesses his people with peace.” (Ps 29:11)

Thank you for your continued prayers in support of our
work for God’s Kingdom and for our family. Your

partnership is a blessing for our family.

(P.S. We have Caleb’s consent to share his experience in

this letter. @))

Family Fellowship in Géttingen




New ministry committee: Many believers and
church committee members left the two cities
for reason of graduation and job search. The
recently formed ministry committee is half the
size of the previous ones. Due to uncertainties
under a pandemic, we’re experiencing more and
more challenges in ministry. With a serious
shortage in manpower, may the Lord have mercy,
and raise up more believers with a willingness to
commit, to serve, and to grow as part of the body
of Christ.

Gottingen’s Evangelical Bible Study Group:
Praise the Lord, we have 12 to 14 people in
attendance. May the Spirit continue to inspire
the heart and mind of those who seek to know
Him. May they gradually gain understanding of
His words, and respond humbly to His salvation,
in His time.

New Students Outreach Program: God’s
blessings were upon the Outreach Program held
in October and November. There were a total of
40+ participants across the 6 outreach programs
in the two cities. In one of the evangelical events,
a new student committed to Christ. May our Lord
continue to encourage new believer to engage in
the church; and open the ears and hearts of
those who have never heard of the Gospel.

Bridle Trail/ Wismer Baptist Church Online Short
Term Mission: From November 10t to 21%t, we
completed 10 sessions of ministry, including
Bible study, Sunday school, sermons, and
testimonies. May the Lord bless us with wisdom,
to learn and try new things in post-pandemic; to
explore different approaches of ministry model
and resource coordination.

Christmas Celebration: The two cities are
planning outreach programs for Christmas.
Please pray for a sufficient number of helpers,
and the invitations to newcomers. May more
people come to understand this Gospel of Love.

Please continue to remember our family: Lewis
returned to Germany in October. Felain stays in
Toronto for medical treatment and switched to a
work from Toronto arrangement temporarily.
Therefore, our family of three are living in three
different cities. May we continue to rely on God’s
presence and His abundant grace to complete
the spiritual assignment He has given us.

email: lewisfelaincaleb@gmail.com

* Send cheque to: Canadian Baptist Ministries,
7185 Millcreek Dr., Mississauga, ON L5N 5R4 Canada
Please put your address on & specific on the
memo line to Lewis & Felain Lam
* On line donation: http://cbmin.org
(donate now - our field staff - Lewis & Felain Lam)

October New Students Outreach Program —
One Day Trip to Kassel Wilhelmshohe Highland
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In Germany, there were fewer than 1,000 pandemic
new cases every day since the end of June. Different
states began to lift the restrictions in varying degrees.
Approximately 55% of the population received the first
shot of the vaccine, and about 33% of the population
received both shots. The supply of vaccines in Germany
has been quite tight. Fortunately, we were placed on
the vaccination waiting list with our family doctor, and
we actually received our shots earlier. Praise the Lord,
our family will receive the second vaccine in early July
and will return to Canada by the end of the month. Just
in time, the Canadian government amended the entry
and pandemic prevention policy; our mandatory hotel
guarantine for the first three days can be exempted.
During the summer vacation in Toronto, we will spend
half of our time continuing to serve the congregations
in Germany online, and half the time, we will be on
vacation and will prepare Caleb for his university
freshman year in Canada.

A day of outdoor fun in Gottingen. hiking, leek picking, picnic
and Gospel leaflet distribution training.

The gradual recovery from the pandemic has brought
thanksgivings and challenges in our ministry. On one
hand, physical gathering allows for more varieties in
program planning. We hope to gradually restore the
coherence of believers in physical gathering. There
are in-person gatherings in Gottingen and Kassel, while
we must continue to conduct simultaneous online
worships and Bible study groups. To share the Gospel
during the pandemic, we are still taking the approach
of “crossing the river by feeling the stones”. Brothers
and sisters in Gottingen resumed their traditional
approach on university campuses. They distributed

Gospel leaflets regularly and contacted the university in
hope that an evangelist book fair could be set up again.
Brothers and sisters in Kassel took the one-on-one
approach to follow up with those who have shown
interest in the faith. A couple in Christ creatively thought
of bringing food and Gospel videos to seekers’ home,
and then studied the Alpha-courses together after meal.
After several weeks of “Gospel potluck”, we won over
two friends for the Lord! Praise the Lord, for the power
of the Gospel is not restricted by environment.

Kassel - Prayer Meeting

On the other hand, we are facing the crisis of believers
leaving the church and the discontinuation of church
members in different age groups. The “turnover” of
believers in university towns is not a new challenge. The
number of new students last year and this year had
dropped dramatically especially during the pandemic.
Coupled with social distancing and gathering restrictions,
outreach work was greatly restricted. From 2020 to mid-
2021, 15 students and 5 families chose to leave or return
home due to graduation, internship, and work-related
reasons. We had to farewell 3 coworkers within 10 days.
Now the number of people serving at church has almost
halved! If the pandemic remains unstable, international
students will be less willing to participate in our
programs. This will make sharing the Gospel even more
difficult and the church will have large gaps in age group
distribution. May God provide all kinds of channels to
bring people to us, so that we can continue forward with
the mission of sowing and nurturing.

* * *




Géttingen Joint Worship — the Chinese & the German Baptist Church

In this quarter newsletter, we invited two church
members to share their blessings during the pandemic
year in first person narrative.

Last March, the intensified risk of the pandemic in
Germany led the government to implement a lockdown
policy and schools were closed. | used to go to the
library almost every day but had to stay at home all the
time ever since. Apart from continuing to write my
graduation thesis, | also thought about finding other
things to do. | used to buy many books but | rarely read
them. During this time, | insisted on reading every day.

After completing the Bible Study training, | was invited
to become a Bible study lead. | was nervous. When |
prepared for my first Bible Study, | realized that leading
is completely different than participating. | spent a lot
of time in preparation by myself and with my Pastor. In
fact, | found that | benefited the most from the
experience. My understanding of the Bible reached a
new level. From that point on, | have found interest in
reading the Bible, and have experienced spiritual
growth as a result.

After the submission of the thesis, | had a lot more time
to spare. Other than shopping and doing mini-job, my
time was mostly spent sitting at home. Since |
participated in the rotation to lead Bible Study, |
made sure that | read the Bible every day. First, | read
all the books in the New Testament, and discovered the
wonder of God’s Words. Then, | read the Book of
Psalms, Proverbs, the prophetic books, and other
books in the Old Testament.

| also found a new daily routine to commit several
hours to reading. Other than spiritual books, | also
expanded my reading to different subjects, such as:
history, fictions, and technology. My reading experience
revealed my past naiveness. The more | read, the more
humble I become. Reading has become a regular habit.

I’'m thankful that God allowed me to make good use of
my time during the pandemic. Though | was alone, | felt

fulfilled everyday. I'm thankful that | have been given
the opportunity to lead Bible Study. It definitely helped
to draw me closer to God. Now, God’s Words is a
necessity, like daily bread — something that | cannot do
without. | recognized that my spiritual being is
developing. I’'m thankful for all the books that | was able
toread, the reading habit that | was able to develop, and
the humility that | learned in the process.

Over the years, we have approached several families who
work in the restaurants. We couldn’t regularly minister to
their needs, but relied on regular visiting and short term
mission team visit to evangelize. Nonethless, God has
always watched over them. We witnessed how He called
them one by one, to repent, to commit, and to grow.

| have been a Christian for 20 years, but | was still a
spiritual baby. Due to a lack of education, | couldn’t
quite understand the Bible. When | first believed, |
memorized a few Bible verses. | started working in
restaurants when | landed in Germany 21 years ago. |
have not attended church for more than 10 years. | was
in a spiritual valley, and was not living a Christian life.

After the church retreat in 2016, | made a decision to
bring my three children to Gottingen Chinese Church.
The travel distance was long (approximately 95km). A
two-way trip took 4 to 5 hours train ride. Due to the long
distance and travel time, | only attended the church
once a month. In 2018, | found another Chinese church
with teenage worship in German (the distance was the
same as going to Gottingen). For the children’s benefits,
we adjusted to attending church twice a month.
However, during the week, | have to work at the
restaurant and could not commit to fellowships. My
spiritual growth was slow.

: The
pandemic disrupted everyone’s lives. Many are fearful
and scared. In fact, God’s blessing has been upon me
during this year. It was as if the spiritual emptiness of
many years has been satisfied fully and lovingly, much
beyond what | expected. Through the Zoom platform, |
was able to participate in the weekly worship, prayer
meeting, Bible study and a variety of retreats and
training. God even prepared a support team for me.
Although, we are located in different cities, we meet

daily —a group of 8 to 12 wives gathered online to study
the Bible. We encourage, learn, and pray for each other.
Praise the Lord, our time during the pandemic was put
to a good use. Our sisters love Christ and desire His
Words. This has helped to develop me as a Bible Study
lead. Other than the sharing of Biblical knowledge, I also
appreciate the sharing of lives’ challenges. Raising
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teenagers can be difficult, one can easily be overcome
by negative emotions. Within the past several months,
the group was willing to dedicate time every Saturday
and pray for our next generation and our families.
Using Bible verses, we remind each other not to fall
into the temptation of complaints and hypercriticism.

: In the beginning of the pandemic, one
night, my husband came home around 11pm. In my
drowsiness, he said, “l want to become a Christian.” |
jumped out of bed instantly and asked him to re-
confirm and clarify his reason to believe. In fact, he has
been hearing about the Gospel for several years. God’s
timing has come. We prayed and he submitted himself
to God! | was overjoy, but worry at the same time. He
also works in a restaurant, 11 hours each day. He
doesn’t like to read (books nor the Bible). How can he
experience growth? He doesn’t understand the
importance of reading the Bible or praying. | don’t
want him to repeat my mistake of believing but not
reflecting the faith in his deeds. Therefore, | decided to
wait for him to come home from work each day. After
he showered, | would read him a chapter of the Bible
then we would pray together. It would take 10 to 15
minutes. In the beginning, | was doubtful about his
belief, but gradually, his attitude changed. | am
thankful for Pastor Lewis and Felain, as they have been
encouraging us with prayers and visits. Their
encouragement motivated me to continue my living
testimony to my husband. In the 6 months that followed,
| read the 15 minutes daily devotion messages from our
Pastor to him. | am not sure how much he understands,
but | believe the Spirit will guide him directly.

| often have conflicts with my husband and teenaged
children. I've felt discouraged, powerless, and wanted
to give up. However, | grabbed onto God’s promise,
“Not by might nor by power, but by my Spirit”
(Zechariah 4:6). Once after a family conflict, | learned
to obey God, and took the initiative to apologize to my
husband. God told me not to be self-righteous or to
think that | am more spiritual than him. When | humble
myself and admit my mistakes, our relationship improved.

Another time, instead of attending their German
teenager gathering, the children invited their father to
watch an online Chinese Sing-spiration program. On one
hand, my husband was touched by their willingness to
accompany and accommodate him in attending a
Chinese service. On the other hand, the children are
learning to encourage their father’s relationship with
God through deeds!

The restaurant industry was hit the first and hard in the
pandemic. | became unemployed. My husband was laid
off for a few months. However, unemployment allowed
me more time to read the Bible. | have been practising
morning prayers and devotion for 10 months, learning
to let God be the Head of the family. | am thankful that
the Lord taught us to treasure our family time and make
peace in our home. This year was also the first year
when our family could celebrate Christmas and Chinese
New Year together! My three daughters were able to
join the weekly worship online, their spiritual lives were
nourished. I’'m not sure when we would be able to
transform fully into a “Christian Family”, but I’'m sure
that God’s grace never left us. We have all grown a lot
in this pandemic. Looking back at the past year, | only
have thanksgivings, as all the days were filled with grace
from above!

Online Workshop during North Germany Joint Retreat in May




e The Believers who are leaving & returning to China:
We give thanks for those who have found
employment. May God use them to bless the local
churches. In the midst of changes and uncertainties,
we pray that the believers will rely on the
faithfulness of our Lord. We pray for a smooth
transition to a new life chapter and that God will use
them in their professions, like the salt and the light
of the world.

e Spiritual Foundation of New Believers: We are
thankful for the newly converted believers. May the
Lord give them a desiring hearts for His Words. May
they build a strong network of support within the
church. May they grow in Christ, and continue to
touch the lives of those who have shown interest in
our faith.

e Spiritual Well-being of Families, the Commitment
to our 2" Generation: May God be the Lord of each
family and grant them harmony. May they obey
God’s teaching and worship with all their hearts and
strength. May the Holy Spirit open the eyes of our
congregation to the needs of our 2" generation in
Germany. May God bless the parents with wisdom
to teach the children in His Words, and build a close
relationship witih Him.

e  Return to Toronto during the Summer Break: May
God lead and grant our preparation process to
return to Toronto, especially in obtaining the
vaccination records and related matters. Praying for
the Lord to bless our days in Toronto with peace and
rest, to enjoy the gathering time with our family.

e New Milestone for our Child: Departing from us,
entering University and residence, new environment,
and new church, etc. This is the time for Caleb to rely
on God and develop independence. May the Holy
Spirit guide his mind and soul. May he be heedful in
his deeds, reverence God in his life, and build an
intimate relationship with Christ!

email: lewisfelaincaleb@gmail.com

* Send cheque to: Canadian Baptist Ministries,
7185 Millcreek Dr., Mississauga, ON L5N 5R4 Canada
Please put your address on & specific on the
memo line to Lewis & Felain Lam
* On line donation: http://cbmin.org
(donate now - our field staff - Lewis & Felain Lam)
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On March 12, Germany acknowledged the start of the
third wave of pandemic. The number of new cases had
risen to 20,000 per day and the restrictions of pandemic
prevention have tightened again. In fact, during the
summer holiday last year, we resumed in-person Bible
studies and worships. As brothers and sisters excitedly re-
engaged themselves to meet at our home every Friday for
Bible study, they were disappointed when the gathering
was restricted once again to online gatherings, as a
precaution during the second wave. When we returned
to church for in-person worships in March this year,
pandemic cases rebounded again, what a pity!

Regardless of whether there were in-person gatherings,
we must provide a synchronized online platform. In the
mission field, we were faced with the limitations of rental
venues, insufficient technical equipment, lack of IT
personnel and many other complicated procedures. Why
didn’t we just focus on organizing online gatherings?
Reasons: @ In Germany, the only in-person activity that
allowed gathering of more than 10 people while
maintaining physical distancing is worship. @ Most of the
students and professional lived alone. Their living space
was approximately 100 square feet. Some dormitory
buildings were hardly occupied (because schools only
offered online classes and the students had moved out).
This kind of loneliness could be very deflating. @ Yes,
there was no shortage of various online Bible courses
offered overseas during the pandemic. However, people
are naturally inert and can lose track easily. The inactive
believers would become more and more marginalized.
Therefore, we must seize all opportunities for physical
gathering to practice worshipping in one spirit and unity.

In-person children & youth Sunday schools had been suspended and
most families could only gather online. The Gottingen Fellowship
resumed in-person worship again in March with 14 adults & 2 children.

* * *

The pandemic lasted for more than a year and many
families struggled under the lockdown situation. It has
been a challenging time for many. In this quarter, we have
invited two families to share their stories of how they
experienced God’s grace in their own narrative.

Background: In university towns, the turnover of believers
has always been high. Those who were trained would leave
us every few years. It has been difficult to retain experienced
and mature believers in the first place. In addition, the
constant changes regarding the lockdown policy, and the
altering school arrangement of in-person versus virtual
classrooms made it even more difficult to host children
program during the pandemic. At different times, two
members took the initiative to host online children's story
time on a weekly basis. We notice that those who served
the Lord willingly, also experience Him abundantly. The
following is a story of how one of our families interacted
differently with family members during the pandemic. As
they serve our Lord, they receive new blessings in return!

| felt very grateful to be given the opportunity to share
Bible stories with the children. I truly enjoyed seeing these
little guys. When they stared at the monitor with wide-
opened eyes, | felt the exceptional grace and kindness
from God. In order to capture their attention, | kept myself
moving, “rocking and rolling” with them for half an hour.
Although my body was exhausted, | felt energized
spiritually after each session.

Being able to serve was indeed a grace from God. Not only
was it an experience for me, but my daughter also
experienced growth in the process. Two years ago, when
she was three, we started telling her Bible stories before
putting her to bed. Except for stories of baby Jesus and
(Jonah) the big fish, she dared not listen to any other stories.
| was anxious, as | didn't understand why she resisted the
other stories that much. My wife and | decided to hold off
on the Bible stories, rather, we put in an effort to introduce
God to her through our testimonies in daily life interactions.

| panicked a little when | read Bible stories to her this time.
Multi-media has been providing a great variety of




entertainment options nowadays, she even watched
cartoons twice a week. | didn’t have enough confidence
that my daughter would be able to focus on the computer
screen and listen to her father’s storytelling.

In the beginning, my daughter was curious about this new
approach to storytelling. She needed some encouragement
each time to sit down quietly. However, two weeks later,
she showed a strong desire for God's words! For a few
days, she asked if | could tell her more. In order to stay in
step with the overall program’s progress, | could only
repeat stories to her. After awhile, she couldn't stand it
anymore, so she got a hold of the Bible and read each
story by herself, one sentence at a time.

Now, my daughter would remind me to prepare the story
beforehand and we would choose the singspiration songs
together. I'm not sure how long my child’s enthusiasm
would last. As parents, we do our best to seize the moment
of keenness to learn, and encourage our child to continue
onwards, just as our Heavenly Father shepherds me.

Praise the Lord! Our family has been shaped by God. In
the past few months, my wife and | would read and pray
together for half an hour after dinner. Although, each
time, it was just one chapter of reading and ten minutes
of prayer. We found it especially helpful for our personal
growth and for our marriage. Two weeks later, our child
asked to join us! Lord, may we truly live out, "As for me
and my family, we will serve the Lord.”

We held a simple but
warm wedding for a
couple in our home.
Our family provided
the officiant, the
music, the venue, the
rehearsal and the
marital counseling...
The offline and the
online view were
amazingly different!

Physical attendance
was limited, but online
attendance extended
to different cities in
Germany, and families
& friends in China. It
was grateful that even
the non-believers in
attendance could feel
God’s love surrounding
the couple!

Background: The year of the pandemic was also the year
of suffering for our Kassel Fellowship. The congregations
were challenged by different crises at various times. We
were thankful that they extended help and loving care to
each other. Together, we witnessed the mighty power and
grace from God. The following is an example of a family
who was almost destroyed by an unexpected illness. The

husband has been hospitalized many times. He underwent
multiple surgeries and had to receive regular treatments
of peritoneal dialysis. The wife had to work. Since she
wanted to concentrate in taking care of her sick husband,
she asked for her parents’ help in looking after her children.
After a year and a half, they finally pulled through the
struggling period of critical illness. However, due to the
time required for treatments and the travel restrictions
during the pandemic, the family has been separated in
three countries and are yet to be reunited. This was not
only a story of physical healing. God also used the suffering
to save the lost souls and restore depth to a relationship.

The Wife’s Narrative: We married in 2014. It was as if
| walked into a nightmare. When two arrogant sinners who
knew nothing about love entered into a marriage — it
formed a story of fright and despair. Even after the birth
of our first child, we were still in constant battles with each
other. It was a bitter relationship and | had many
complaints. In my view, my husband couldn’t do anything
right. | kept grumbling to God, questioning why He gave
me such a husband; why didn’t He pull me out of the
relationship earlier! God was humourous. Despite our
conflicts, He blessed us with two more children. However,
it did not alter my determination to leave him. | saw him
as a burden to me, a burden to my children! | even had
destructive thoughts: It'd be better if he became critically
ill and just died. For then, | would be able to properly re-
marry and find a better person to take care of me. (Thinking
back, | felt shameful for having had such thoughts. | needed
to repent and earnestly seek forgiveness from God.)

In November 2019, God disciplined me. My husband fell ill!
His legs were swollen and numbed. We went to the
hospital and the doctors put him through a haemodialysis
right away. Any delay in diagnosis and treatment could
have cost him his life. He was diagnosed with chronic
kidney failure. The dialysis process had to continue until
he received a kidney transplant. When | learned of the
news, my first response wasn’t to complain, but to give
thanks. | heard the Holy Spirit asking, “Do you really want
your husband to die?” In that moment, | realized that any
hatred | had against him was gone. | found the reason to
his irresponsible (in my view) behaviours (he didn’t have
the physical strength to do what he needed to do). He had
been ill, yet | was insensitive to his needs. When he did
things right, | didn’t show any appreciation. When he
didn’t quite accomplish a task, | exaggerated the faults 100
times! What kind of a wife was I? It was the moment nearing
a lost, which made me realize that my children could not be
without a father; and | could not be without my husband!
No one else would be able to endure my irrational
outbursts, to accept my controlling personality and
arrogance. | gave thanks to God for He revealed my ego &
inadequancy to me. | realized that | was not committed to
our marriage. My husband has always been the one who
was committed, the one who conceded & compromised!
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In August 2020, right before his birthday, God blessed him
with a kidney. The transplant surgery was successful; the
recovery process was smooth. Not only was this the best
birthday gift from God. It was a re-birth, a second life! We
praised God for He buried our sins in marriage with Jesus.
He “resurrected” our marriage and re-educated us on the
true meaning of marriage! It didn’t mean that our marriage
would be perfect forever. It just meant that when we were
faced with challenges, we would return to God, to look
within ourselves, to uncover the root cause, and to commit
to God and each other in the married relationship! We are
working hard to amend the brokenness. We have developed
a routine to read the Bible together. May God continue to
guide us with mercy. May He find favour in our marriage.

The Husband’s Narrative: | remembered that we had
a lot of disagreements in the early days of marriage.
Tension grew between us, especially when we became
parents. In one of the altercations, | accused you, “Why
have you changed so much since we married?” You
mocked me, “Why are you still the same as before?”
(Meaning that | was still immature with no growth.) Your
words shocked me. | have to change? You must be joking!

Years later, | returned to China (to seek treatment for my
iliness). | came to realize that | truly hadn’t changed. | felt
my value deflated like the RMB currency! | seemed to be
living the years, yet | was stagnant as if | was dead. God

probably couldn’t stand seeing my life being wasted away.

Near the end of 2019, my body was dying too. During my
days in the hospital bed, | had an eureka moment. In the
past, | used to be burdened by many worldly things. | was

trapped in a pit, falling deeper and deeper into it each day.

In the early hospital days, | started buying all the things
that | was hesitant in buying before. During the same
period, you would visit me daily with cake. Those cakes
you brought were super delicious — | came to realize that
my heart was already satisfied. The one month of hospital
stay was quite an experience for me: Although it was
torturing to be confined in bed physically; | was actually
more relaxed emotionally. At times, there was even an
inexplainable feeling of happiness. When | was sick, | felt
your care and concern for my health. | came to realize
that | actually have a place in your heart!

Multiple times, you told me that you could give me one of

your kidneys. You said it once before | returned to China.
You said it again when | was waiting for a kidney donation
in China. You noticed my anxiety and you empathized with
my pain. You repeated your offer again, “Why not return
to Germany? At worst, | can offer you my kidney.” |
thought to myself, “Oh my fair wife, how did | manage to
captivate you?” | started rubbing my teary eyes...

| reflected and couldn’t see any reason for complaints. Did
| really have that many burdens to carry? Unknowingly, |
became the one who God favoured more. | was in my 30’s.
It was as though | didn’t have anything: | didn’t have a
house, a car, a job, money or education. On the flip side, |
seemed to have everything: | have a loving wife, healthy
and adorable children, and unreserved support from many
family members. | only began to realize how “wealthy” |
was, as | got closer and closer to death!

The early days of parenthood always felt torturous. At
times, | even thought it would be easier to be locked up in
a jail — at least | would have more time to sleep. During my
iliness, | was separated from you and the children. The
pandemic restricted any possible mobility. When | missed
you and the children, | would look at our photos and tears
would stream down my face. Reflecting on the days when
| wanted an escape - they have become days of sweet
memories. As | stared at you and children in the photos, |
felt fortunate about every right decision I made in the past.

Looking at my frail body, | knew | wasn’t perfect.
Perfection is only found in God. | need to learn to take care
of my body, the temple of the Holy Spirit, so that God can
enter often to renew and rebuild me. Perhaps some time
in the near future, you would say, “You have finally
changed!” | love you. | love our God!

During Lunar New Year,
we visited families in
Kassel (drive-thru style).
The lockdown lasted more
than a year. We treasured
the “face to face” time a
lot. We talked, prayed &
reconnected. We visited
10 families in total &
returned to Gottingen
before the snow storm hit!




Spiritual Growth of New Sister in Christ: It has been
nearly impossible to outreach during the pandemic.
Praise the Lord, recently a long-time church participant
confirmed her faith in Christ. Two sisters at church were
willing to follow-up this new member. May the Lord bless
this small group.

Pastoral Sharing, 40 Days of Lent: Through the reading
of the Gospel of Mark, we meditated on Jesus’ life and
teachings. Believers learned about the true meaning of
Lent and the spiritual practice during Lent. They came up
with creative ways to practice simple living in these 40
days (ie. No snacks, no chocolate/sweets, no coca cola,
less time on cellphone, less online shopping, etc.) It was
also the first time when believers fasted and prayed. May
the Holy Spirit continue His work in their spiritual lives.

April 2" to 5 Easter Online Retreat: We gave thanks
to our Lord as we had more than 470 people
participated from  Germany, China, England,
Switzerland, Holand, Denmark, France and Spain.
Through the speaker’s message and multiple
workshops, our God addressed the spiritual and real
needs of believers. The Lord protected the network and
technical operations. He brought together 10 plus
believers located in various locations across Germany,
to provide technical support. They served as a team.

May 22" to 24t Northern Germany Penetcost Online
Retreat: Please pray for the local missionaries, as they
prepare their messages and ministries. May the
believers be able to interact and to grow spiritually,
despite the pandemic.

Caleb’s Spiritual Growth and Exams: This summer,
Caleb will graduate from his high school studies. In May,
he will be writing a publc exam that includes 6 subjects
and 11 sessions of exams. May our Lord bless him with
wisdom and a good understanding on the subjects. May
Caleb continue to focus and be guided in his application
process to university. No matter where he lands, may
God be with him. May he continue to grow in Christ.

Our health and well-being: The constant changes in
ministry planning, the different needs of members, and
the high turnover of believers require all of our physical,
mental, and spiritual strength to manage. May God give
us strength and grace to pull through daily. May we be
able to find a balance between rest and work, and to
walk in step with Him.

email: lewisfelaincaleb@gmail.com

* Send cheque to: Canadian Baptist Ministries,
7185 Millcreek Dr., Mississauga, ON L5N 5R4 Canada
Please put your address on & specific on the memo
line to Lewis & Felain Lam

* On line donation: http://cbmin.org
(donate now - our field staff = Lewis & Felain Lam)

Creative Ministry Approach under the Pandemic:

Reaching out to the introverted male members during the period of
stay-at-home order - Lewis invited them out individually for a chat and
a prayer walk. Hoping to provide support to their physical and spiritual
needs! A crowd of sheep joined them on the walk, and created a very
fitting environment for “shepherding”!
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Happy New Year! May peace and health be with you, as we
enter 2021 and the Lunar Year of the Ox. It’s been a year
since the start of the pandemic. It touched every corner of
the world, and challenged us to live, to socialize, and to
carry out our ministry under a new norm with social
distancing and online activities.

Reflecting on the work done in 2020, 80+% were
accomplished online. We came from a state of barely
knowing what to do, to making a decision of a new ministry
framework. The past year was not an easy one, but God’s
grace was sufficient. We couldn’t lay down a concrete
program for this year due to the uncertainties of the
pandemic. For the time being, we will follow last year’s
framework to strengthen the church and our believers.

New Norm in Ministry:

@ Joint Online Worship/Sunday School with Four Cities: If
restriction of in-person worship is still in effect, we will
continue to partner with two other CBM missionary units to
host joint worship online. This has allowed us to better
coordinate the limited resources in the mission field. The
Bible Study & Prayer Meetings for Gottingen and Kassel
continued to gather online during weeknights.

2020/09 Lockdown measures lessened, an opportunity to get out
of our apartments -- Outreach: Rope Tree Climbing & Hiking

@ Online Retreat/Special Gathering: Last year, Joined
Germany wide Easter camp, the Living Camp, the New
Students Orientation, and the Christmas Celebration were
all hosted online. This year, due to the strict rules at the
campsite, it has been decided that all big events and retreat
will be hosted online for the first half of the year.

® Pastoral Sharing — Daily Spiritual Feeding: Since a large
majority of believers in the 2 cities were staying at home, we
have been supplying daily spiritual materials to them via
social media applications. We continue to encourage regular
Bible Study & devotion. It’s especially important to stay in
touch with God during lockdown. Last year, we completed the
Book of Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, & Revelation. In 2021,
we will be sharing the Book of Romans. The focus will not only
be the discussion of Pauline theology, but more importantly,
it’ll be on the application of a faithful living.

@ Online Learning: The belevers identified many emotional
& relationship issues during the pandemic, in response, we
led online courses to address their needs: “Sexuality from the
Biblical Perspective”, “Family of Origin” & “Prepare & Enrich”.
The upcoming online programs in 2021 include: “Inductive
Bible Study”, “Caring Training course”, “Adult Sunday School
Train-the-Teacher” (including one-on-one mentoring, lesson
plan & pre-study, in-class demonstration & supervision). We
will observe the needs of the congregation and consider the
course on “Personal Growth”, in the later half of the year.

2020/08 Lockdown measures lessened,
took the opportunity to gather & feast — precious moment.

New Platform for Mission Work: Traditional short term
mission requires a physical visit to the local mission field. During
the pandemic, we overcame geographical boundaries and
mobilized mission work through the Internet.

® Accepting — Online Mission: Pastoral leaders from various
locations provided online Sunday School teachings:
“Sainthood @ Workplace”, “Biblical Geo-Cultural
Significances” and “Knowing the Holy Spirit”. It widened the
horizon of biblical learning for believers located in four
different cities.




@ Giving — Online Training: Last year we had the opportunity

to provide online training in support of missionaries in China.

We will continue to do the same this year.

® Solidify = Church Connections: We produced ministry
short videos in a variety of languages, recorded sermon,
participated in online prayer meetings and more, to
strengthen our communication and connection with churches
in Canada, Hong Kong, and Macau.

@ Expand - Vision Sharing: Praise the Lord, we were able to
contact churches in Hong Kong & Australia last year, and
shared our vision of the mission online. More people came
to know of God’s work and the life changing stories amongst
the Chinese in Germany.

Though we are still in the midst of a pandemic, but God’s
grace is sufficient. In the face of uncertainties in 2021, may
all churches and congregations perservere and march on
under His guidance.

Brothers and sisters
made moon cakes
during the Mid-autumn
Festival and delivered
them to the members
and friends in our
community —an act of
care and love to break
through the loneliness
during the pandemic.

During the year long pandemic, we continued to invite
believers to write and share their life stories and growth
in the pandemic, in first person narrative.

Background of the Writer: Growing up, she experienced
domestic violence. Outwardly, she was hardworking and
self-motivated. In truth, she was lonely and in despair. Even
as an adult, she continued to look for ways to escape family
issues. She has been searching for a meaning to life for 30
years, until she met Jesus in Germany. She experienced an
inward renewal and her emotions changed. Glowing with
positivity as a new person in Christ, she led her husband to
know Christ too. The Holy Spirit did not limit her to the
peace and joy of a new family. Through the critical illness of
her mother, and despite the pandemic, the Spirit urged her
to go back and share the news of true hope with her original
family, and amend broken relationships.

* * *

I always ponder why the Lord Jesus commanded His believers
to preach the Gospel: “and you will be my witnesses in
Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the
earth.” (Acts 1:8b NIV). What does evangelism have to do with

me? Every time when | tell my neighbours and friends in
Germany about the Gospel, | was discouraged by rejections and
slander. | even used the Lord’s words: "Do not throw your pearls
to dogs." to comfort myself. It wasn’t until | received the
message from my sister in mainland China, and to what
happened after, that | came to realize how the Great
Commission would complete a beautiful picture in my life.

Awful news before the pandemic: In November 2019, |
learned that my mother in China was suffering from terminal
cancer. The moment | got the news, | cried. It was an unexpected
feeling of hopeless lost and overwhelming sorrow. The more
distressing fact was that she had not accepted Christ yet. |
couldn’t accept an eternal separation. She lived in bitterness all
her life, and was stubborn in pursuing the things she wanted.
However, all of these seemed as light as the wind, if one missed
out on the most essential thing in life. If you have never truly
lived, you would never understand. She was my mother.
Because of our connection; because of love, sharing the Gospel
with her was no longer a passive act. In Christ, my grievances
and anger from the past were released. | came to realize my
renewed love towards my divorced parents (even though it was
one-sided). | felt the obligation and responsibility to strive my
best to spread the Good News. | took time to ask the pastors
about effective approaches in sharing the Gospel with my
families, and about key points to keep in mind when sharing
Gospel with the critically ill.

In December, on the day before my mother’s surgery, | called
her from Germany & begged earnestly: "Mom, | have witnessed
Jesus in my life. In this critical moment of life & death, please
accept Jesus with faith, as the Lord of your life. Lay down
everything for Him, including life & death. Let Him be in control."
At this critical time, the love from a daughter though sincere
seemed trivial. However, | couldn’t think of anything else to offer,
except to give the most essential truth — Jesus Christ. He is the
Way, the Truth, and the Life. My soul trembled in prayer: "God,
please help me. | don't know how to love my mother. | am
incapable. Please complete me in my weaknesses." In the past,
my mother would mock my faith; but with God’s mercy, she
responded, "Yes, | will believe in the Lord Jesus." It was
completely unexpected! | did not think that someone who had
been so obstinate about everything in life would give up and
surrender to the Lord. The story didn’t end here. | took
advantage of the winter break, and brought my children back to
China, hoping to be by my mother’s side, to look after her.

Leaving for China before Germany’s Lockdown: Two years
after accepting Jesus as my savior, | returned home for the
very first time. Challenge awaited. Since | was young, my
parents never had a good relationship. The sort of
communication at home was all verbal & emotional abuse. It
deeply impacted my sister and me. My family interacted
through expressions of hate & raid. Everyone acted like a
hedgehog. Any attempt to get close to another would be
battered. Before | believed in God, | was very stubborn. |
would not allow myself to lose in quarrels. No one could say
things as harsh and cruel as | could. During this time in China,
my sister deliberately retaliated against me for the



