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Go and Make Disciples of All Nations
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But you will receive power
when the Holy Spirit comes
on you; and you will be my
witnesses in Jerusalem, and
in all Judea and Samaria, and

to the ends of the earth.
Acts 1:8




|1

L1l

B

=l

il

- EHERE - W - REOEE

20195 EREER

o EHfilbEn

o BMZEANRIENRT (A)

o BMZEANRENRT (LR)

o Pathway Bloodvein, Manitoba, Canada
o EIE M bk

o Wik

o BMziEE

o BB IEE

o Sfu% "HMEEIE,

REREE



Foreword

Lawrence Lau
Deacon of Commission Board

ission ministry has existed since the initial church

planting of MCBC in Markham in early 90’s.

There are four key mission ministry areas under the
Mission Board’s support: Local/Overseas Missionaries, Mission
Organizations, Short Term Mission (STM), and Seminary Student
Study Support.

In STM, we focus on sending passionate mission-minded
brothers and sisters to join short term mission teams organized by
MCBC and other Christian organizations. We are grateful that in
2019, our MCBC STM teams travelled to many countries around
the world, including Cambodia, Canada, Colombia, Germany,
Italy, and USA. A total of 49 brothers and sisters participated in
6 major STMs to share and support the Gospel through Sunday
school teachings, children Bible camps, university campus
visitations, medical aids, social activities, local church events,
evangelistic meetings etc. In addition, we organized a MCBC choir
to Rochester (47members), Jesus Loves Chinatown local STM (46
members) and sent 4 other MCBC members joining other mission
organizations to East Africa, Peru, and Romania.

After their mission trips, we heard from the goers how much
they were inspired and energized by the Almighty God during the
STM trips. Their testimonies reflected their enthusiasm and serving
attitude when delivering the Gospel to the unreached. Many also
expressed they experienced the grace of God and learned how God
guided them in preaching and teaching the Gospel in different
occasions. Please join together to meditate [saiah 52:7 and thank
God for leading all these mission trips to success.



“How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of him who
comes with good news, who gives word of peace, saying that

salvation is near; who says to Zion, Your God is ruling!”

Praise the Lord that after the goers returned to Toronto,
many were much inspired and motivated to serve God in different
ministries within the church.

Finally, we are thankful for His provision of financial resources
needed by the Mission Board. In 2019, Mission Board budgeted
$296K for the expense of its primary ministry areas. Within the
total budget, STM support expense was projected to be 32%, a
substantial portion in the total Mission Board budget. We expect
a similar trend in the budget for the next few years as we continue
to expand our work in breadth in STM. Let us remember to pray
for God’s mercy, kindness, love, and care upon the unreached in
Canada, and in other places around the world. May God continue
to motivate and guide us to action His Great Commission, Mathew
28:19-20. Amen.

“Go then, and make disciples of all the nations, giving them
baptism in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit: Teaching them to keep all the rules which I have given
you: and see, I am ever with you, even to the end of the world.”
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Pathway Bloodvein Mission

Rev. Freddy Lam

As I closed my drawer and sat at the corner of my bed, I counted,
nine Pathway t-shirts.

Wow!

Nine years (2010-2019) of partnership with Pathway Camp
Ministries. Nine folders on my google drive each with a different funny
skit, a plethora of games, campfire songs, campfire skits, and photos and
memories of so many kids. Kids who began when they were a seven year
old trying to test the waters of what camp who would become full-grown
teenagers, some even young adults who still wants to hang around us
whenever the Pathway van and trailer pulls in front of the Band Hall. Kids
coming by the dozens in large pick-up trucks with expectant eyes waiting
for the moment the doors open at the Miskoseepi school lining up to be
registered for a day of fun and learning at the camp. I remember the kids
who had a fun time and were well-behaved all throughout the week. But
I remember even more the ones who tried really hard to last through the
day but their temper got the best of them who were sent home. Yet they
would come back again the next day. I still remember one kid, Trevor,
who didn’t last the first two days, and on the third day he was so close to
make it through but just fall short. I was cheering for him, and even said
as he left with a slightly mischievous, slightly embarrassing grin, “you
were so close.” Those words hung onto him, and he went to crafts one
day and presented me proudly a black and white weaved bracelet. I was
so touched. I gave him my bible in return. (In fact, except for this year,



EEEB e Pathway Bloodvein Mission
I always give away the Bible I’ve been using to one kid). A few years
later he came back to camp and visited, and when I ask him how he was
doing, he told me he just got out of juve (Juvenile detention). I said “aww
man...” and gave him a big hug, again a slightly mischievous, slightly
embarrassing grin on his face. Then a few years passed and I haven’t
heard from him, until this past summer when I came with newlywed wife
Shannon to Bloodvein again and his sister (or was it his niece) said to me
he said hi. I asked how he’s doing, and she told me he’s finishing college.
There was a warmth in my heart.

People ask me what one week could do for a short-term mission
trip? 1 always say, one week can’t do a lot. But many one weeks
consistently each year does trickle down into something more. God can
use that. We saw another glimpse of his grace this year when we invited
all the high school teenagers to come to the Band Hall to have some food
and hangout. We were surprised that so many came out and just hung
out with us and told us their story, and their struggle. We sang some
familiar ‘greatest hits’ like Sanctuary and held hands together; we played
a campfire game and sat down for more food before they left. Some have
gone through rough times, others may not even believe Jesus anymore.
But you can see the presence of the Spirit in our midst. It did something,
I am sure of it.

Next year will be my tenth year to Bloodvein, as my wife and
many of the youths who came with me, some for the very first time
said they are committed to returning. Why else do I go back? I told this
wonderful team as I did in previous years: “Because I made a promise to
them. When one of the kids asked and they always ask, are you going to
come back next year? I say to them, Lord-willing, I will be back.”
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Grace upon Grace

Felix Lee (Choir Chair)

In Feb 2019, the MCBC Cantonese and Mandarin choirs went to
the city of Rochester for a 2 days short term mission. Our goal was to
work with the local church to reach out to visitors (typically students) to
Rochester via music and worship. It was a chance for the choir to step
out of the Sunday worship comfort zone to learn and experience how to
do out-reach with music.

From the get-go, we experienced tremendous God’s grace. The
choir has had no experience planning anything like this. There were lots
of questions: how many would commit to going (in many ways that dic-
tate the songs we would do); where were would stay; how to get there;
what about finance; meals arrangement; how do we practice with 2 choirs
(each would have to learn to sing in a different dialect); what are all the
little things that we don’t even know we need to know/do? So we began
by lifting our hands and putting the events into His hands.

God’s grace was abundantly clear indeed! God helped and guid-
ed us in all phases: in providing transportation and accommodation all
within our budget; in putting the burden in the hearts of brothers and
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sisters so that we were able to bring a team of 47 even though it was right
around Chinese New Year; helping us prepare 2 programs in a very short
time. That, however, was just the beginning. During the planning and
the trip going down, we had a wonderful opportunity to get to know and
build bonds between the Cantonese and Mandarin congregations and had
a great time serving together. Everyone was so helpful and eager to sup-
port and accommodate. At the church, it was good to share with many
visiting scholars/students and learned about some of the struggles they
have, and shared the Gospel with them. We were also privileged to hear
the performance from a world-class violinist (sister Huang Bin) as well
as the moving testimonies of brother Aaron Huang.

We were also deeply touched by the hospitality, warm welcome
shown to us by brothers and sisters from the Rochester church. We
witnessed their dedication in serving the Lord despite a general shortage
of resources and more inherent problems in serving a community that
is by nature a “revolving door” and changing constantly. They might
not have available AV equipment as MCBC has, but the love for God
was strong and evident and inspirational to us. The event was, in fact,
a blessing to all of us. The Lord has asked Christians to be a light of the
world, and they are that in Rochester.

For us, it was a learning experience and made us deeply grateful for
God’s blessing for MCBC, for how much He has blessed us, and to re-
member to pray constantly for brothers and sisters who are serving Him
faithfully around the world.

Lastly, God gave us a good experience and it’s an encouragement
and a reminder that we are to reach the world for Him. We will continue
to seek opportunities to serve where He leads.
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Re-kindling the Passion
in Short Term Mission

KC Chan, Karen Lum, Henry Yang,
Elaine Wong, Lucilla Wong, Simon Yuen

Short Term Mission (STM) is an important and integral component
of Mission Ministry for the fulfillment of the Great Commission. Over
the past 10 years, MCBC’s STM Ministry (a ministry of Mission Board)
has evolved substantially, in terms of scope, composition and degree of
participation from individual divisions of the church.

In the years before 2011, there were usually two to three church-
led STM trips to Manitoba, Panama and China (latter in partnership with
NYTEC to Central China). From 2011 to 2014, the number of STM trips
increased to include the partnered programs to Rome, Cambodia (medical
support ministry) and South Western China (in partnership with CCC).
Coinciding with this pattern, we witnessed the rise of a great number of
MCBC brothers and sisters being ushered, trained and mentored to take
up leadership or supporting role in STM programs. Some of this fresh
army of strong passionate STM goers, motivated by respective divisional
pastoral staff and encouraged by Mission Board, began to take initiative
in organizing exploration trips to other new destinations. The result was
that, in the subsequent period of mid-2014 to early 2017, a number of
exploration trips took place to new destinations including Rochester,
Cambodia (Bible class and youth camps ministries), other cities in Italy,
Germany, Chile, Ecuador and Pathway. Some of these are carried on to
nowadays.
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Over the years of 2015 — 2016, we also saw a substantial increase
in the number of church members who individually joined STM trips
of their choice to other corners of the world. A few of them went on to
longer durations from three month to a year.

It may not be easy to quantify the “effectiveness” of STM on
flourishing and “sustaining” the passion of brothers and sisters on
Missions, or on making them a more “matured” disciple. Nevertheless, it
has been observed that over the past few years, there has been quite a few
of “home-grown” missionaries and church members answering to His
calling to enter into M. Div. or equivalent seminary programs to equip
themselves for full time ministry. From the testimony written by these
seminary students, it is evident that almost all of them have participated
in one or more STM trips, and often this experience was the triggering
point in their decision to commit to serve Him in full time service.

Entering 2019, it appears we are coming to a “maturing” phase
for STM ministry in terms of the scope and participation level. Mission
Board will strive to work with pastoral staff and passionate leaders to
encourage brothers and sisters’ participation in STM programs and look
for new opportunities of partnership with more missionary organizations
to expand the STM ministry. Itis sincerely hope that the publication of this
STM booklet not only documents the joys and challenges experienced by
the brothers and sisters who participated in the STM programs in 2019,
but also serves as a vivid illustration of the vast needs of missionary
work at the field around the globe.

Amen.
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