
Prayer Letter 

 

DEAR
“With priority to unreached people groups, our passion  

is to see Christ-centered churches established  
and thriving among all of Africa’s peoples.” 

Last Updated: 2024-04-30 
@ TORIT, SOUTH SUDAN 

550 Codd’s Road  
Ottawa, ON, Canada 
Phone: (613) 236-7656 
omac.secretary@gmail.com 

Arrived in SSD 
Toward the End 
of an Extended,  

Super-Hot Dry 
Season 

“Huston, We Have  
a Problem… Again!” 

My Little Place 
To Call “Home”  

For The Next  
8 Months or So 



550 Codd’s Road  
Ottawa, ON, Canada 
Phone: (613) 236-7656 
omac.secretary@gmail.com 
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Ẑ
ÉV̂
T��TU

X̂
�
�WZ
È
�  �

!"�# $%&% */�'/,�() )*()($+,,�--�./0��(1�
21/34��"/536���7�+$*$) %8) 9 #:#*+8()+�

'(�0$ )*�.()$�;;�,++<=>?? #:#*+8()+?) ? *($+�
�

UVYV�X��Ë��ÊZY\����ÉV̂ \��V �
�

_d�foc��hh̀�o�}lb�bj̀n���fja�kg̀p�h|}hlgh̀ih��@ABCDEF �db��h�
ibaagccgb̀hn�oc�o�agccgb̀ol{��{�Ü_	�eòono���a{�fbah�
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Prayer Letter 
From: Jeffrey T. Wu 

Kenya is among the top 5 African countries 
with the most universities   (i.e. ~130), but 
also among the top 5 with the most protests! 
In fact, Nigeria, S. Africa & Tunisia all share the 
same interesting status. Being a Protestant 
Christian, I do the value of the right to protest. 
However, I also believe the Church should try 
& teach more on a proper theology of protest 
so that our right in such area will not be mis- 
used for political agenda & personal gain.    

To receive regular updates on 

my mission, please email me 

at: <jeffrey.wu@aimint.org>. 

what’s 
NEXT 

My DEAR Friends & Brothers / Sisters in Christ,  
 
 Earlier this month, I was just joking with my team leader about how 
I would be highly disappointed if South Sudan (SSD) will just let us finish 
and leave so easily. Indeed, many things have happened during the last 
4 weeks of our Inbound Team program. In fact, I was bedridden again for 
a couple of days   due to illness and injury less than 2 weeks ago. But, 
praise the Lord! I was still able to wrap up everything, and say goodbyes 
to all my local friends. Now, we are in Nairobi, Kenya, having just finished 
our end-of-term debrief, which has allowed us to really take some time 
off, and to reflect, forgive, repent, and affirm on all that have happened 
during this one-year period. In one of the exercises, we had to describe 
the theme of our own experience in SSD, and to summarize them in one 
statement. So, for the theme, I wrote down: God’s thoughts and His ways 
are always higher than ours, and for the summary statement, I put down: 
I think I am getting a really good deal out of this internship experience! 
  Before I came, I thought the team curriculum, on top of my internship 
requirement, is pretty solid already, and would keep me very busy 
throughout the year. Nonetheless, this whole year has been nothing but 
200% beyond what I had initially anticipated, and for that I can only thank 
God for His wonderful ways of revealing His will, love, grace to me.    

Please keep praying for a peaceful resolution to the conflict in Sudan and for all those refugees’ 
taking shelters among the neighboring countries. Also, pray for the on-going training and 
development at KBS, despite of Pastor Steve’s absence, and for the food-supply issue at all the 
prisons across SSD. Last, but not least, please pray for my travel back to Canada as there will be 
a 3-day protest in Nairobi this week, and potentially a strike across European airports. Please also 
pray for my heart as I re-enter North America and embrace the reverse cultural shock. Pray that 
God will anoint my lips as I share and continue to fundraise for my mission in SSD.   Thank you! 
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Visiting  
AIC Merkolong 
In Juba, SSD 

Saying Goodbye To 
My Military Chaplain  

Friend, THAI 
 

With the help of KBS coworkers and our 
national church partner, AIC, our SSD unit 
was able to come together under a short-
notice, and hosted a 200-people memorial 
service at our office compound in Torit on 
June 17th (SAT), in order to cherish the life 
of Pastor Steve with the local community 
together. It was a truly remarkable event, 
being able to hear all the amazing stories 
of how he has impacted people’s lives... 
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On July 20th, I will be flying back to Toronto via a flight transfer in 
Frankfurt, Germany. During the second week of August, I will be 
meeting with my AIM mobilizers (T+S) for dinner at their house, 
and be joining the annual retreat at my home church in Ottawa. 
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For the 2nd half of the same month, I am hoping to visit some friends & churches 
in the States.   During the second weekend of September, I will be visiting Ottawa 
again, and I have been scheduled to preach on that Sunday at my home church. 

Session with my 
Language Learning 
Helper, Thom  
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Authentic Chinese  
Food in Juba, SSD 

 



 

   

A Picture is Worth a Thousand Words 
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REMEMBERING PASTOR STEVE 
 

Because of my involvement with Kingdom Builder School 
(KBS) over the past one year, I have gotten to know Pastor 
Steve and his wife, Gina, a bit more than my other Inbound 
team members. During the memorial service in Torit, many 
local community members mourned in tears for his passing, 
even though they know He is just gone to be with our Father 
in Heaven   I believe they felt sad, partly because they 
miss his presence and partly because his death was quite 
sudden so that they did not get an opportunity to say 
goodbye and to express their appreciation for him…      

A SHORT VISIT TO JUBA 
 

My trip to Juba, the capital of SSD, for the strategic meeting 
at the AIC headquarter was delayed again due to the passing of 

Pastor Steve. Nonetheless, I was able to hitch a ride with our unit 
leader and our CR leader to go there shortly after we finished the 

memorial service. Although I had missed the big meeting (and 
joked about going there mainly for the Chinese food), I was still  

able to explore the city on my own for two days, connected with 
several people, learned more about the plan for restarting the 

Imatong Bible School (IBS), and obtained a better understanding  
of the overall landscape for theological education in SSD.        

ONE LAST DANCE 
 
Our unit leaders, J+A, had served whole-heartedly in this 
rather challenging position for a decade long. This July,  
they have officially moved onto their new role as the  
Church Liaison & passed on the responsibility to Crystal, 
our new UL. On July 3rd (Mon), we organized a pot-luck 
get-together to honor this transition and to also celebrate 
3 national holidays all at once (CAN: 07/01, USA: 07/04 & 
SSD: 07/09). We even had our last group dance together! 
Even though David was clearly out of sync with the rest  
of the group again, but you know… we still love him   
 

HOPE OF TORIT 
 

Although I do plan to come back to Torit early next year, 
it is still important for me to bid our farewell properly with the 
local communities. This is not only to show that we care about 
our relationship with them (not just a foreigner who drops by 
to do works), but also to avoid headaches for the other fellow 

missionaries who stay behind (as many will approach them, ask 
questions & request info). When I stopped by Hope of Torit 

Children’s Home (i.e. the orphanage I’ve worked with), two of 
the kids stood up & expressed their appreciation on behalf of 

the group. It was such a heart-warming moment!    
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End--of--Term Bonus Photos 
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AIC HAI NEEM 
 

As part of the Inbound team curriculum, each one of us had 
been allocated to engage with one of the AIC congregations, 
and I was assigned to AIC Hai Neem. However, this is one of 
the areas that I regret for not having exerted more effort than 
I had hoped for. While my teammates were able to participate 
in the youth group, bible study & choir practice/performance 
at their churches regularly, I had been more pre-occupied with 
other ministry activities, such as the KBS and prison ministry. 
Nonetheless, my church still sees me as one of their own 
church family members, and for that I am very grateful.    

OUR HOST FAMILY 
 

Oh, gosh…  where do I begin? We have had so much  
laughter but also moments of frustration with our host family! As 
part of the team curriculum, we had all been allocated to live with 

a local family (same compound but in our own building), and me & 
my German teammate were assigned to Utong’s family. There were 

times when we really envy the quietness at our other teammates’ 
compounds, but there are times when we just adore the sounds of 

kids’ singing and giggling in ours. The night before we left Torit, our 
host family cooked a big meal for us, and I brought candies, sodas 
& balloons from the market to share too! Before the sunset we all  

dressed up & took one big happy group photo together!    

END-OF-TERM (EOT) DEBRIEF 
 
After saying goodbyes to our SSD unit members & dozens 
of our friends in Torit, our entire team flew to Nairobi (KE) 
on July 13th (Thu) for the end-of-term debrief. We’re very 
fortunate to have Troy, one of our senior missionaries, to  
lead our debrief sessions. He rented a very nice lodge by 
his house for us. This beautiful riverside property actually 
belongs to Dick Brogden, another seasoned missionary and 
the author of Live Dead Joy (2016). Given we’ve been read- 
ing his book over this past year for daily devotion, how ap
propriate it is to also do our EOT debrief at his house!   
 

AIM INBOUND SURVIVORS 
 

Starting with a total of six team members last July, now 
 we are left with only 3 at the end (for some personal 
reasons, our teammate N decided to depart & head home 
one week before our EOT debrief started). To celebrate our 

little modest achievement, we went on a boat safari trip, and 
been given a T-shirt that says “AIM Inbound Survivor”, which 

is definitely not easy to earn, I’d say! Now, I can “officially” 
say that we are ready to take on further ministry challenge 

in Africa! GO~   INBOUND SURVIVORSSS !! 
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Major Animal Distractions 
Photo Credits: Matthias S. + Jeffrey W. 
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SPECIAL THANKS 
 
On July 17th, my application to graduate from my M.Div. program 
at Tyndale Seminary has finally been approved. It has been a long 
journey for me to pursuit this degree since 2016, and it is also the 
reason why I had signed up to this Inbound Team and come to  
Africa from the very beginning. I want to take this opportunity to 
thank God, and express my sincere appreciation for AIM, Tyndale, 
OMAC, MTL (former employer), my family, unit/team, supporters, and  
everyone who have prayed for me and helped me along the way! 
This past one year has been such a remarkable journey, and truly 
opened my eyes to a whole new level of vision & understanding 
toward the Mission of God!   All glory to the King!   Amen… 



 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Letter 
From: Jeffrey T. Wu 

In SSD, there are different types of purification 
ritual among the many tribal cultures. Some of 
the practices may seem a bit similar to the Jewish 
tradition for atonement in the OT. For example, in 
the Azande tribe of Western Equatoria, a baby 
purification ritual is known to take place 3 days 
after the birth, where they would hold the new 
born on top of a smoking fire-pit    for an 
extended period of time as a form of purification. 

To receive regular updates on 

my mission, please email me 

at: <jeffrey.wu@aimint.org>. 

what’s 
NEXT 

My DEAR Friends & Brothers / Sisters in Christ, 
 
      After having sorted out some misunderstandings with the prison 
chaplain, we have finally been able to launch   this TEE (Theological 
Education by Extension) program on March 4th. However, due to the 
delay, I have shortened the length from 15 weeks to now only 12 weeks. 
Nonetheless, I believe it’d still be a very meaningful learning experience, 
both for me and the participants. On the lighter side of things, our team 
leader Marlene    was gone for the second half of February as she had 
to go and attend an on-campus course for this Master degree program 
that she is pursuing in Netherlands. When returning to SSD, she brought 
us some goodies,   and gave each one of our team members a hand-
written card, filled with words of encouragement.   How nice and 
thoughtful of her! Over the past month, our baby teammate Elias has 
learnt how to walk very well now. In fact, one proud father (his dad) told 
us that he has been exploring the neighborhood on his feet, and known 
to terrorize the smaller animals (e.g. grabbing the t*sticl*s of a goat   
with both hands!). Last, but not least, I was able to finish the last online 
seminar for my internship curriculum today (Mar. 15th), despite of the 
power shortage as we had a series of rainy days.   Praise the Lord~  
 

Please pray for our 2-week trip to the Laarim tribal villages,   and pray that I can better focus 
and utilize my time so that I can finish all the reports for my seminary by April 10th. Please also 
for this 12-week TEE program that I am leading in the prison. Pray that God will give me the 
wisdom to fit my schedule around it, and that the five participants will take it seriously and realize 
that they do need more training. Last, but not least, please continue to pray for the peace in SSD. 
Recently there have been some political changes that could potentially raise the tension again!   

“With priority to unreached people groups, our passion  
is to see Christ-centered churches established  

and thriving among all of Africa’s peoples.” 

3377 Bayview Ave  
Toronto, Ontario, Canada 

AIM Ignite Short-Term Missionary 
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That is one BIG… 
Locust?! 

Baby Teammate 
Terrorizing the 

Neighborhood Animals 
 

During our Team Day on Feb. 15th, I joined 
with my teammate Danielle to present this 
book called Cross-Cultural Conflict (1993), 
and we decided to do it in a format similar 
to this famous   TV show Jeopardy! The 
competitive nature of the game has made 
the participants to really pay attention to 
our content. We prepared great prizes but 
also punishments,   and one of them to 
walk around the compound as chickens! 
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On March 20th, we will be flying to the Laarim tribal area, and 
then stay at two villages there, namely Kimatong and Cawua, 
for two weeks. On April 10th, I’ll need to submit   the final 
integrative reflection report for my internship, along with two 
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evaluation forms and a summary report with compilation of all the ministry 
working hours and 1-on-1 meetings that I have logged over the past 8 months. 
On April 13th, we will be taking our mandatory vacation again as we fly to 
Nairobi together as a team first. Then I plan to visit Rwanda between April 17th 
to 24th. If everything goes well, we will return to Torit, SSD again on April 28th. 

An Old Man with  
Two Knee-Supports 
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Words of Encouragement
 from our Team Leader 



 

   

A Picture is Worth a Thousand Words 
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An Ordination in Prison 
 

On Feb. 25th, a huge ordination event took place in the local 
prison here in Torit. The five brothers in Christ, who have 
been loyally serving from inside the prison as coworkers, 
are now ordained as non-denominational pastors. There 
have been some debates on whether they are ready to 
serve as pastors or not. But, in any case, it is an encouraging 
turn of event for themselves and for the community. This is 
also why I have been tasked by our Unit Leader to go in 
weekly and provide more theological training for them!   

Greatest in the Kingdom 
 

Sometimes the local kids on the streets can be a little bit 
annoying with their repetitive greeting, shameless begging, 
and foolish mocking. They remind me of the fact that there are 

still much works to be done here in this war-torn nation.  
But whenever I go to the local church and see how adorable 

 and well-behaved the kids are there, I can immediately see the 
difference that the Gospel has made in their lives and in the 
surrounding community. They remind me of our Lord Jesus’ 

teaching in Matthew 18:1-5, where he talked about  
who is the Greatest in the Kingdom of Heaven.    

Meeting Under a Big Mango Tree 
 
This 6-month Kingdom Builder School (KBS) program that I 
have been participating since last Sept. has now come to an 
end, and I will definitely miss all the fun conversations we 
had under this big mango tree.   Although our demon-
stration farm is not yet operational, and conducting DBS in 
community is still a struggle. Nonetheless, we have finished 
going through those 60 lessons and 180 case studies in the 
training material together. On top of the friendship, I have 
also gained this priceless opportunity to observe disciple-
ship taking place in a local context, and to learn more about 
the challenges behind such ministry development! 

An Unforgettable Trip 
 

As I have mentioned in my Prayer Letter last month,  
I’ve learned how to make short videos on my cell phone.    

In addition to the previous “Life in Torit” video, which I 
have posted here last time, here is another one that  

highlights those unforgettable moments from our Lopit 
trip back in November 2022. Below is the link. Enjoy! 

https://youtu.be/VphFOxLTk8M 
 

To find out more, please feel free to visit: 
https://web.facebook.com/aimcanada 
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